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President’s
Report 

Editor’s   
Comments

Phantom V Conservation Fund Report is 
the same as last time:
As at �� December �0�5 

Opening balance: $�670.76
Interest: $0.94
Expenses: $0.00
Closing balance: $�67�.70

Make it different next time! Donate to:
BSB: 0�4-0�0 Account No: �4�46�
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We are saddened to 
have to mark the passing of 
Bob Doyle’s son- in-law Darren 
Turner.  

You may remember 
him better as Squeak who 
cooked our BBQ for us last 
year at Wombat Flats.  He 
was also always willing 
to help Bob transport our 
paraphernalia to events such 
as the All British Day.  CT 
scans indicated that Darren 
had suffered a ruptured 
cerebral aneurysm.  Bob 
pointed out to us that, “even 

in death he helped people with his organ donations. Nine 
people are going to have a great Christmas! On behalf of my 
family, thank you for all your kind thoughts.” Squeak was 
only 4�.  Our hearts go out to the whole Doyle family.  

Margaret Gillings, Editor

Other Events For Information Only:
Historic Regn does NOT apply

Parramatta Park. Registration has closed for �0�6 
Enquiries:John Flower:jflower@parracity.nsw.gov.au
http://www.australiaday.com.au/get-involved/carnivale/ 

      This year heralds the Diamond 
Anniversary of the RROCA 
(NSW Branch) Inc and indeed 
during the year there will be much 
to celebrate! The major events for 
this year are listed here in London 
and Derby and shortly you will 
receive a fridge magnet with 
important dates that will serve to 

remind us all of events that will be essentials for the year.
     When the RROCA began in Sydney in �956 with a 
foundation membership of just �9 people, I wonder how 
many would have predicted that today in NSW we would 
have over 400 members and that each state would have its 
own branch with healthy numbers and a positive outlook for 
the future? We are grateful to these people of vision who 60 
years ago established the framework for a Club that would so 
successfully serve the needs of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
enthusiast.
      I would like to thank Dr David Marshall-Martin who 
chairs the Diamond Anniversary Committee and its members 
for the planning that has already gone towards ensuring that 
the coming year will be one to remember as a very special 
time in the Club’s history.
        As the Club has grown, so too has the size of our emails 
to members, such that we have now outgrown the current 
system and have consequently moved to a different platform 
provided by Vision 6. Vision 6 is an Australian company and 
highly reputable so your privacy is ensured in this move.  By 
now you should have received several emails including the 
January Bulletin. If you have not received these and want 
to be included on the email list please advise me by email 
at president@nsw.rroc.org.au and the matter will be fixed. 
Should you no longer want to receive emails then there is a 
simple “Unsubscribe” button at the end of a Club email that 
will remove your email address.
     Returning to the anniversary theme for �0�6, I would 
encourage each and every member to join in the celebrations 
for the Diamond Anniversary year – it will be another 60 
years before we have the chance to do so again!  Bearing this 
in mind, the Club is subsidising the major events in order to 
make it easier to attend and to encourage as much participation 
as possible. I look forward to meeting up with you to celebrate 
60 years of an outstanding and exceptional Club.
Let the Diamond Anniversary celebrations begin!
Regards, Brian Crump
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A NEW EMAIL SYSTEM 
The RROCA NSW has now moved to a new email 
system so we can better provide members with updated 
information.
The system is hosted by Vision 6, an Australian 
Company, and provides the Club with a platform for 
sending emails and Bulletins to members. If you have 
not received an email with the December Bulletin 
and would like to be included, please send your email 
address to president@nsw.rroc.org.au and you will 
be included. You may safely unsubscribe from these 
emails by clicking the Unsubscribe link at the end of 
the email page.
Brian Crump. President

 If you are not receiving Bruce Duncan’s 
monthly email Bulletin then you are missing out 
on some really good reading as well as reminders 
for current events. 
To remedy this, please send your email address 
to president@nsw.rroc.org.au 

Hello everyone,
I would like to wish you all a 
very happy Christmas season 
and good health for the year 
ahead.
      To Les and Carol Hearne:- 
A very special “get well” to our 

most valued small HP Registrar and Committee member Les 
Hearne. Les recently suffered a stroke while in hospital. We 
sincerely wish Les a speedy recovery and offer our support to 
his lovely wife Carol. Les and Carol are long time very active 
members and can often be seen manning the swap and spares 
stall at rallies and club events. Les, Carol and their friends the 
Axe’s provide a unique and valuable service to our members 
acquiring rare spares for all things RR & B and making them 
available to our members at affordable prices. The benefits 
from these sales flow to the club with a percentage offered 
as a donation.
 New Members: On behalf of our members I would 
like to welcome John Limeburner and Maxine Gardner with 
their �5/�0HP GAN
 Departures: We sadly farewell long time club 
members Will Plowman who joined in �990 and Dusan 
Zelenjak who joined us in �0�0. Will has sold his �0HP 
GYL74 which now resides as a museum exhibit just north 
of Sydney. Dusan now spends most of his time overseas in 
his homeland. Paul Attard, Billi Carey, Allan Davies, Mark 
Douar, Gervase Forster, Damien Gaukroger, Gerald and Susan 
Hay, Barry and Beverley Hynes, Brian and Barbara Knight, 
Daniel and Pauline Kwok, Ray Lawrence, Bob Logan, Chris 
and Deborah Magin, John and Victoria McGhee, Ed Rowan, 
Doug and Sandy Marker, Mark Oatway, David Ridyard, Ed 
Rowan, Sir Julian Smith, Rick and Amy Spain, Neville and 
Rhonda Vassallo, Richard Wilkinson.  We wish these members 
a fond farewell and thank them for their support as members 
of the RROCA.

Remember – It’s your club, so let’s get involved. You are 
welcome to everything we do.

Steve McDonald. Membership Registrar.
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Best Contribution of General Interest: 
Ken Swinbourne for: 
“‘Relics of the Past’ and Other Old Cars” 
Vol. 59 No. �.

Best Contribution on a Club Activity: 
David Marshall-Martin for:  
“Cruising on the Waratah” 
Vol. 59 No.�  

Best Report on a Rolls-Royce or Bentley
John Matheson for:
‘My Bentley Continental GT V8S MY�5’  
Vol.59 No.6

Best Contribution on a Technical Topic:
David Hughes for: 
‘Silver Cloud Front Suspension Maintenance”
Vol.59 No. �   
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David Hughes
Justin Hutchinson

Bryan Inder
Michael Jeanes

Tom King
Graham Lawrence

David Marshall-Martin
Steve McDonald
John Matheson
Judith Merlin
Lloyd Missen
David Murphy
David Neely

Gil Ralph
Allan Simpson
Phil Sproston
Kim Stapleton

Ken Swinbourne
Roger Taylor
Al Whiteley

Bob Adby 
John Aiosa
Patty Aiosa
David Axe
Nancy Axe

James Brigden
Bob Clarke

Peter Colwell
Brian Crump
Bob Doyle

Bruce Duncan
Linda Eames
John Elmes
Fred Engish
Jeanne Eve

Barrie Gillings
Jim Hawkes

Robyn Henderson
John Hiscox
Geoff Holt

L&D would like to thank the 
40 members listed below who 

contributed articles, photos and 
letters etc. in 2015.

Literary Awards
Chosen by last Year’s Winners:

David Neely, Andrew Gibson
and Allan Simpson

Fred Engish Photographic 
Award

chosen by last year’s winner, Nancy Axe

1965 50 Years
Malcolm Johns

1975 40 Years
David Axe
Stewart Begg 
Graham Caldwell
Brian Jenkins
William Lloyd
Helen Naylor

1985 30 Years
Allan Simpson
Phil Sproston
Don Young

1995 20 Years
Barrie Childs
Norene Childs
Jeanne Eve
Heather Goldsmith
Roy Jenkins
Beryl Jenkins
Vivien Reed

2005 10 years
Lal Anu
Jerome Bleijie
Kathleen Colwell
Peter Colwell
Attlee Clarke
Peter Corrie
Stephen Dobell-Brown
Nick Illeck
Arne Schimmelfeder
Garth Selig

Continuous Membership 
Badges 2015

John Hiscox for: 
Reflections” taken on the Ord River, Kununurra, W.A. 
while he was on the East -West Overlander in April.   
Vol.59 No.6

(chosen by the editor)

The National Police Service Medal is a relatively new 
Australian Government award, having only been in existence 
since 9 November �0�0.  The medal recognises the special 
status that sworn police officers have in their role protecting 
the community.  The Letters Patent establishing the medal 
state that its purpose is to ‘accord recognition for the unique 
contribution and significant commitment of those persons who 
have given ethical and diligent service as a sworn member of 
an Australian police service.’  It is not a long service medal; 
however a minimum of �5 years diligent and ethical service 
is required in order to qualify.  It is a ‘one-off’ award. 

With all of the serving police officers qualifying to be 
recipients of the medal now having been awarded theirs, the 
criteria were recently changed to allow for the medal to also be 
presented retrospectively to selected retired police officers.

By way of background, Allan 
was a member of the NSW Police 
Force from �965 to �986, having 
served virtually that entire period 
of time as a Detective.  During 
his police career he performed 
investigative duties in a number of 
areas, including being an undercover 
operative for many years, often 
experiencing extremely dangerous 
situations.  In �969, he was the 
second undercover operative to be 

appointed to the Drug Squad of the Criminal Investigation 
Branch.  Some other areas in which he worked included being 
attached to the Observation Squad; the Police Internal Affairs 
Branch, being part of the Woodward Royal Commission 
police team (which was established directly as a result of 
the murder, in Griffith in �977, of the anti-drugs campaigner 
Donald Mackay); Special Branch 
(which has now been re-named as 
the present Counter Terrorism and 
Special Tactics Command); and 
finally the Coroners’ Investigation 
Unit of the Homicide Squad.      

We are proud of you Allan !        
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On Friday, �6 October 
�0�5, at a ceremony 
held at the Justice and 
Police Museum, Circular 
Quay, together with 5� 
other retired NSW police 
officers - (including two 
former Commissioners 
– Anthony Raymond 
Lauer APM and Kenneth 
E d w a r d  M o r o n e y 
AO, APM), our long-
standing club member, 
Allan Simpson BEM, 
was presented with the 
National Police Service 
Medal by Commissioner 
o f  P o l i c e ,  A n d r e w 
Scipione APM.

Congratulations Allan!

Probationary Constable 
A.G. Simpson �965
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TOURING CLASS: 1986 Bentley Mulsanne, Chassis No. 
BSG14738, Standard Saloon  Owner: Joe Quattrocchi

LADIES CHOICE: 1974 Bentley Corniche, Chassis 
No. CBH16177 Mulliner Park Ward Saloon 

Owner: Coralie Ogle
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RESULTS OF THE  ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB 
OF AUSTRALIA (New South Wales Branch) Inc.

CONCOURS held at Linnwood House, Guildford 8 November 2015

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS: Presented at the discretion of the Chief Judge, for cars in Touring Class that al-
though not the winner, deserve special recognition for their presentation.

1972 Silver Shadow, SRH12255, Standard Saloon 
Owner: Patrick Ryan

Class 10 – S.Spirit I, II & III & derivatives, Flying Spur 
Bentley Mulsanne, Brooklands, Eight, Continental R, T, S, 
Azure & derivatives: 

1986 Bentley Continental, Chassis No. BDG14112, 
Mulliner Drop Head Coupe. Owner: Bill Hall

1961 Silver Cloud II, SZD313, Standard Saloon 
Owner: Mike Mulvihill

People’s Choice: 1965 Silver Cloud III SJR583C 
Chosen at the 2015 Commemoration Run 

Owner: Martin Cherry

BEST PRE WAR TROPHY: 
1922 20hp, Chassis No. 42G1, Tourer by 

Diskson & Molyneux Owner: David Davis
BEST POST WAR TROPHY: 

1993 Bentley Turbo R, Chassis No. BRP46286, 
Standard Saloon  Owner: John Elmes
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Congratulations to all the Concours Winners
FOR OVERALL WINNER SEE BACK COVER. 
In Classes 1 to 9 there were either no entries or entries 

were elevated to higher awards

MASTERS CLASS: 
1951 Bentley Mk VI, Chassis No. B255LH, 
Standard Saloon   Owner: Bruce Duncan

CLASS 12 – Goodwood Phantom and derivatives: 
2009 Goodwood Phantom, Chassis No. AC913038, 
Coupe by RRM   Owner: Ian Hosking Richards CLASS 11 – S. Seraph, Bentley Arnage & Derivatives: 

2001 Silver Seraph, Chassis No. AAY04424, Standard 
Saloon    Owners: Allan & Beverley Simpson 

BENTLEY TROPHY: 
2012 Continental GT, Chassis No. BEC76860, Coupe by 

Bentley Motors  Owners: Allan  & Beverley Simpson

Photos:
George Fahd
David Neely
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Concours Day 2015 at Linnwood House

We were delighted that so many members from the invited clubs accepted our invitation.  Brian Crump presented each 
club with a small plaque expressing out appreciation. Pictured above with Brian; Graham Lawrence, President of the 
Bentley Drivers’ Club, Heather Goldsmith of the Alvis Club and  Graeme Jones, director RACA and Alan Hunt Daimler 
and Lanchester Owners’ Club

We don’t see enough of Mikki and Richard Jones and 
their lovely �9�� �0H.P. 8�K5.

Many of our members are also members of other car 
clubs including both the Rover Club and The Alvis 
Club.  The Alvis Car Club was well represented by the 
two handsome tourers above.  They are being admired 

Brian Crump was honoured with a ride in Paul Lukes incredibly 
impressive �9�0 Phantom II  ��4GY.  It has been fitted with proper 

seats since we last saw it at the All British Day!

Photos:
George Fahd

Steve McDonald 
David Neely

by Diane and James Brigden who 
are also Rover enthusiasts. The 
Alvis Car Club was formed in 
September �950, so it predates us 
by five years. 

Above Left:  Warwick Ravell 
of the Rover Owners’ Club and 

Above Right: Hugh Bolter, Federal Chairman of the Armstrong 
Siddley Club who travelled from the ACT to attend. 
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The Picnic Table Winners were Alex, Andy and Shannon 
McFarland.  It’s hard to beat a lobster display!

One of the charms of this day is the opportunity to picnic with fellow 
members. The hired tables and chairs proved very popular with those 

who were saved having to carry such from their cars.

What a pleasure to be able to host our 
interstate fellow enthusiasts!

Federal President Neil Matthews is shown 
above with immediate past Federal President 

Kim Stapleton 
and, below; 

Victorian Club President Noel Baker with 
Brian Crump. 
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Thank You to 
all our 
Judges!

Chris Gillings

Allan Simpson

Bob Doyle

John Aiosa

Chief Judge, Kim Stapleton

Steve McDonald

Judith Merlin

Ashley Boland

Andrew McFarland
David Neely

Victorian visitor, Mark Herbstreit
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The 
Launch 

of a New 
Dawn

...and the driver’s side ...and the rear and everywhere else!

 ...except that it 
arrived at the Rolls-Royce 
Motors Sydney event on a 
yacht not a launch!

The three gentlemen above 
were our hosts and are from 

left to right:
Lachlann MacDonald, 

Rolls-Royce Sales Executive, 
Sydney

Justin Morrison, 
General Manager, Rolls-
Royce Motors Sydney

Michael Alexander Schneider, 
General Manager Asia Pacific

Our members, Bob Doyle, 
Bryan Inder and David 

Marshall-Martin thoroughly 
enjoyed pretending to com-

pare this Dawn  with Bryan’s 
�95� Silver Dawn. (see page 

��)
Meanwhile Jeremy Inder was 
checking his internet banking  

to see how much he could 
raise for a deposit. 

It certainly looks good, hood 
up or down, from the front...

Photos:
Kim Stapleton
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COMING EVENTS for the next 6 months or so

Our Club’s Own Events Events to Which We are Invited, 
Including Register Events

Sunday 8/5/16
Quality Hotel 
�44 Stewart St   Bathurst
0� 6��� �800
reservations@qualityhotelbathurst.com.au
Price range $��6-$�46 B&B

Monday 9/5/16
Young Federation Motor Inn
�09/��9 Mains st   Young
0� 6�8� 5644
Price range $��9-$��9-$�54 room only

Tuesday 10/5/16
Kidman Motor Inn
58 Jondayrayan Ave  Griffith
0� 6964 5666
Price range $�0�-$���-$��� room only

Wednesday 11/5/16
Best Western Wyndhamere Motel
�5-�7 Wyndham St   Shepparton
0� 58�� �088
wyndhamere@bestwestern.com.au
Price range $�40-$�55-$�60 room only

Quote R-ROC when booking then email or phone 
Robyn Henderson so she can keep at track of numbers
04�7 490 557

Motels for You to Book into for the 
Round-the-Bend-I-Go Overlander

8th -11th May 
Numbers are very limited so be quick!

REGULAR EVENTS:
GENERAL MEETINGS:  are held on the 
THIRD WEDNESDAY of every month at 8.00pm 
at The Barnwell Park Golf Club
551 Lyons Road West, Five Dock 2046
Meet to eat from about 6.�0pm onwards.
9.00am   SECOND SATURDAY of every month
Breakfast at the Cucina Viscontini �� Benelong Rd Homebush 
Bay, on the second Saturday of every month: 
OTHER EVENTS:

Wednesday January 20 2016 – There 
WILL be a general club meeting as 
usual in January and we are hoping 
to have an inexpensive BBQ on the 
verandah, just outside our usual meeting 
room at the Barnwell Park Golf Club.  
$�5 per head.

Sunday February 7, 2016 - Wombat 
Flats Run 2. 39 Waterfall Creek Rd 
THE OAKS. Meeting time at Bob’s 
will be �0.�0am. Drive to Bob Doyle’s 
at Wombat Flats for a sausage sizzle 

and the chance to sit under the Coolabah tree for a long chat.
Sausage sizzle, soft drinks and tea/coffee provided. Cost = 
$�5 per head with proceeds going to support the Phantom V. 
There will also be the opportunity to drive or be driven in the 
Phantom V on the day. 
Contact: Brian Crump 04�9 4�7 8�� or Bob Doyle 04�4 5�� 9�9

Saturday February 13  - Long Run VI 
to the Highland Steam & Vintage Fair 
Oberon.  � options:
�.   Be in the mainstreet at 9.�0 to join the 
Grand Parade.

�.     Go straight to the  Rally Grounds (signposted) and 
park in the car display area. www.oberonsteamfair.com.au

Friday February 26 -Dineamics Lunch 1 - Kams 
Court Chinese Restaurant ��9 Pacific Hway 
Charmhaven. Ladies, pin the attached flyer to your 
notice boards and watch your emails!

May 8-11 - Overlander to Bendigo – see next column.

May 11 to 16 - Federal Rally in Bendigo see Registration 
Form in last Praeclarum.

Sunday May 15 – National Motoring Heritage Day

February 29 – March 6 – Silver Ghost 
Register Get-away Cruise on the Queen Victoria 
Contact: Bryan Inder bryaninder@live.com 

Saturday March12 – Tea Gardens Hawks Nest 
Motorfest on Myall Park Sports Reserve at Hawks Nest.  
$�0 per vehicle. 
Download:http://www.shannons.com.au/library/events/
W9AQ7O490��V9F9.pdf for detailed flyer. 

May 9 – 12 – S.A. branch Overlander from Adelaide to 
Bendigo.  Contact: Rory Poland polandonhigh@primus.
com.au
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Sept or Oct 2016 - NSW Concours and Display Day will be held at a very special 
venue, Yaralla Estate, Concord, central to most of our members.  This will be a 
large event held in conjunction with an historic Sydney Harbour-side Estate’s Open 
Day. Our cars will be on display to the public and we will be fund-raising for our 
nominated Charity.

Early Nov 2016 - Wild Rivers Anniversary Run – Originating and 
terminating at Port Macquarie, this 6 day run will explore some of our 
most scenic countryside in northern NSW. Watch these pages for more 
details, as we get nearer to this event.

30 Nov 2016 - Presentation Dinner - To close out the year we will hold our 
Presentation Dinner at the Royal Automobile Club of Australia in Macquarie 
Street, Sydney.  A formal evening is planned and we will be offering an 
accommodation package for a limited number who would prefer to stop 
overnight.

Throughout the year we will be fund-raising for the 
Royal Life Saving Society Australia.  We have already 
made a significant arrangement with the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley dealer in Sydney to support this Charity.  

All the events planned for our Anniversary year will be partially sponsored by the NSW Branch to reduce the 
costs for all our members.

Your Committee has planned a year of activities and events.  These have 
been planned north and south of Sydney to give everyone around NSW a 

better opportunity to participate. We look forward to seeing as many of 
our country members as possible. So keep these dates free, plan your 

�0�6 diary now and join your fellow enthusiasts in celebrating this 
milestone for our Club.  

2-4 April 2016 - Commemoration Run to the Southern 
Highlands. Spend the weekend or overnight or simply drive down 
on the Sunday and join us for lunch at Peppers Craigieburn House.  
Accommodation package available.

20 June 2016 - A Cocktail Party 
at the Radisson Hotel in O’Connell 

Street, Sydney.  An elegant evening on 
the actual anniversary of the formation 

of the Club. This is opposite the building 
where the Foundation Meeting was held 60 

years ago.
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To Celebrate our Diamond Anniversary: 
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Presentation Dinner �0�5

Photos:
Fred Engish
David Neely

Above: MC, Bruce Duncan had no trouble keeping 
the attention of the 90 members in attendance.Above: Judith Merlin welcomed members with a few 

reminiscences of her long time in the Club.

Above: Harpist, Jayne Hockley’s music provide a 
lovely backgound to the evenings .

Above:  At the request of the Victorian Branch, Jim Kelso 
presented Fred Engish with his 50 year certificate from them.  
Jim was President of the Victorian Branch when Fred joined 

them in �965.

Above: Anyone would think it was Burns Night or 
something!

Above: David Hughes not only organised the raffle but he 
also very generously donated the handsome Master Trophy.  
This has been a long overdue addition to our trophy cabinet.  
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The Literary 
Awards went to John 

Matheson, 
David Marshall-Martin, 

Ken Swinbourne 
and David Hughes. 

 If you don’t remember the 
particular articles, look up 

the details on page 4 and go 
back and read them.

They’re all worth 
re-reading!

Our loyal band whose memership has been continuous for anything between �0 to 50 years!  See the list of names on page 4.

... And 
speaking 

of  
loyal 

bands...

...we made 
a point of 
thanking 
at least 

seven of 
our 

concours 
judges
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Presentation Dinner (cont.)

Above: Joe Quattrocchi was a bit overwhelmed to win the Stephen 
Foley Memorial Touring Class Trophy which was presented to him 
by Steve’s mother, Noarh.  Joe had only owned the car for � days!

Above: Coralie Ogle is one of the few lady members who 
own a club car in their own right.  She was delighted to 

win the Ladies’ Choice.

Above: Ian Hosking Richards had another function on this 
night but made sure he arrived anyway in time to pick up 

his Class �� trophy.

Above: Mike Mulvihill won one of the two 
Encouragement Awards.  Bring it again next year Mike!

Left and Below: 
Beverley and 

Allan Simpson 
won two trophies; 
Class �� and the 
coverted Bentley 

Trophy.

Above: Bruce Duncan is the first Master Class Trophy 
winner to actually hold this trophy.  It was presented by the 

donors, David and Lynn Hughes.

Above: Now that he is no longer Chief Judge, John Elmes 
is free to enter the Concours.  This year it is best Post-War

“Are you sure?” I asked Kirstie. She was sure. She would 
be chauffeured to her Year �� formal in the Phantom II.

I wasn’t sure. Poor old �9�RY is tired. John Matheson 
and Jeanne Eve had bought her so they’d have something to 
drive while their beloved Silver Ghost, 64EU, was off the 
road for an engine rebuild about a decade ago. The Phantom 
did a fair few miles during that time, including a rally in 
Saudi Arabia. Now she has run out of adjustment on one of 
the valves, another couple of valves are ticking noisily, some 
of the spark plugs foul up within 50km, and to top it off the 
body’s framework is rotten, some of the aluminium bodywork 
is opening up along stress lines, and the front seats are well 
past their best-before date. 

It is time for �9�RY’s second overhaul since coming 
off test in �9�4. 

The question was, would she get Kirstie to her formal on 
time? Or at all? A trial run didn’t hold out a lot of promise. 
After carefully tuning her and fitting fresh spark plugs, I 
drove �9�RY the 40km into Mudgee, by which time she was 
running like a dog and backfiring loudly in the main street. 
She spluttered home on four and a half cylinders. “Are you 
really sure?” I asked Kirstie. She was really sure.

So �9�RY would make one last drive before being torn 
down. With freshly freshened plugs and everything as good 
as I could get her, �9�RY was ready on the day of the formal. 
I was relieved that she fired up as soon as I touched the 
button, but I still wondered if we’d make it to town. Kirstie 
looked absolutely stunning in her long purple gown as she 
settled elegantly into the back seat, supremely confident that 
everything would go well. 

As tends to happen for her, everything did go well. Better 
than on the trial run. �9�RY didn’t exactly purr all the way 
to town, but she ran strongly with a miss so faint it belied the 
sounds of tappety valves, a worsening exhaust leak and an 
untowardly loud exhaust system. There was no queue of cars 
when we arrived so I was able to pull up at the front steps of 
the hall. Perfect.

Well, nearly. Young Cameron, one of Kirstie’s school 
mates, poked his head in the window and crowed, “Oh cool, 
you came in the Rolls!” Very undignified! I couldn’t be annoyed 
with him, though, as he’d come in the only other ‘proper’ car 
in the car park, his step-father’s Ford Cobra coupe. 

ONE LAST DRIVE
How an old Phantom and a young woman ended eras together

I shook his hand as I shuffled him aside and opened the 
rear door for Kirstie. She stepped out like a princess, beaming 
as her class mates looked on enviously. And she was off. My 
job was done. 

Anne and I drove �9�RY into town for a coffee while 
we killed time before we were due back at the hall for the 
gala dinner. 

Much to the amusement of everyone on Market St, 
I took the opportunity to change the spark plugs while 
we were there. My cuffs showed only the slightest traces 
of grease afterwards. 

Both Kirstie and �9�RY marked milestones this day 
— the ends of eras, the beginnings of new ones. High 
school was over for Kirstie. Useful life was over for 
�9�RY. Kirstie will go to university. �9�RY will go to the 
workshop. Soon both will emerge with a new lease on 
life and who knows what achievements and adventures 
ahead of them. My only concern is that �9�RY’s work 
doesn’t take as long as Kirstie’s degree!

John and Jeanne have given �9�RY to Anne and me, a gift 
that John may be right about when he says it could be more of 
a burden than a gift. I think it may turn out to be a bit like kids: 
yes, they can be a burden but they’re the greatest gift of all. 
Kirstie is our youngest, and this night we left her to party on 
as a young adult while we went home to an empty house.

As if to reassure us, �9�RY ran well all the way home, 
gliding at a silky 40mph through the most beautiful spring 
night all year — delightfully warm and still, with a three-
quarter moon illuminating the paddocks and outlining the 
few puffy clouds overhead. Anne slid across the seat to lay 
her head on my shoulder as she looked at the stars through the 
open roof. Moments of such perfection are rare, and of all the 
evenings it might have happened, it was this one.  

I was glad Kirstie had been sure. 
MICK MATHESON

Footnote: John and I shall embark upon �9�RY’s overhaul in 
the new year. It won’t be the full Monte, not by any means, 
but it will make �9�RY ready for many more years of driving. 
I’m told she’s never been off the road since �9�4, and it’s nice 
to think that she may make �00 without interruption.  

Kirstie and school-mate Cameron upstaging elegant old 193RY 
on arrival at the Year 12 formal

Me changing the spark plugs in Mudgee’s Market St, 
with a few local looking on with some amusement.
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From a Problem with Overheating to a Cool Bentley

L&D January/February �0�6

As the owner of an R Type Bentley, I have found that 
summer has been a time of dread in the past due to overheating 
problems. Over the years I have largely addressed these 
problems and now feel confident my R Type will cope with a 
considerable amount of heat. Below, I have made a list of the 
steps I have taken concerning the heating problem together 
with related issues which may offer benefits not only for the 
R Type but also to other models. Some of my solutions may 
not appeal to those striving to win a Concours though in fact 
they are in general easily reversible.

First, let’s look at the basic design problems. As is the 
case with many older cars the R Type has a cast iron block 
(and a massive one at that). Cast iron blocks dissipate heat 
at around a quarter of the rate of modern alloy blocks. Hot 
blocks mean hot coolant. In addition to this problem, pulley- 
driven fans go fast when the car is going fast and slow when 
the car is moving slowly. For best engine cooling, exactly 
the opposite needs to happen. Modern cars have electric fans 
turned on and off with a thermostat-controlled switch and run 
fast at the right times.

Given the above mentioned fundamental problems, here 
in Australia, there can be a fine line between a car that stays 
cool enough to keep going and one that boils.

It is essential that the cylinder block has been thoroughly 
cleaned out. This necessitates the removal of the cylinder head 
which can prove a challenging job especially if the car has 
stood for a long period with water in the block. Commonly, the 
aluminium head grows on to some or all of the �9 head studs. 
Lifting the head will require the use of a puller the design of 
which I described in a previous article. The puller may have 
to be used in combination with wide wedges driven between 
the head and the block. Don’t be frightened of using wedges. 
They do no damage. I was advised to use this technique by 
a second generation Rolls Royce mechanic. He inherited his 
father’s set of wedges.

Having removed the head and replaced it after cleaning 
the block thoroughly as well, if necessary,  as having any 
corrosion on the head welded it is time to move on to the 
radiator. First though, while the head is off remove and check 
the condition of the aluminium plates on the back of the 
head and block. They may be corroded and ready to burst, 
possibly when you are a long way from home (see picture). 

I made stainless steel plates to replace these aluminium 
plates. I have replaced the lower of these two plates with the 
motor assembled and in position so it can be done but it is 
not easy.

Unless you are certain your radiator is completely clean 
it will have to be removed and professionally cleaned.  If the 
core is deteriorated it will have to be replaced.  J.J. Smith at 
Marrickville did an excellent job of replacing my radiator core 
at a quite reasonable price.

There is plenty of space in front of the radiator in the 
Bentley and possibly in Rolls Royces also to fit a large electric 
fan behind the grill which can be operated with a discreet 
switch under the dash. This is very useful in traffic jams. Just 
make sure the fan is wired so it runs in the correct direction.

Having gone to the trouble of attending to the block and 
radiator, don’t even think of starting the car before you have 
fitted a water filter (see picture). No matter how well the block 
is cleaned, particles will continue to dislodge and in next to no 
time your radiator will begin to become clogged again. I fitted 
a TEFBA filter. I suspect they are still readily available. To fit 
this so that it could sit in a roughly horizontal position, I had 
to do some plumbing which is definitely not Concourse but 
is easily reversible for the Concourse moment. Please make 
sure you are safely seated and have tranquilizers at the ready 
before reading on if you are a purist. 

I reversed the thermostat cover so that the outlet pipe 
faced backwards. I also turned around the radiator top hose 
which I connected into half of a hand basin U trap to give 
me a U turn, then connected this to the filter and to the top of 
the radiator using lengths of radiator hose. This arrangement 
has worked perfectly for at least �0 years with the proviso 
that I clean the filter very regularly. The gauze tends to fur 
up quite quickly and this in itself will cause overheating 
problems. So far the filter has caught enough rubbish to ruin 
several radiators. 

Always fill the system with coolant rather than water. 
Should you choose to mix your own coolant from concentrate 
always use demineralised water. Tap water will still corrode 
when mixed with coolant.

A couple of notes about the water pump. The back cover 
of the water pump can corrode through along the line of the 
top of the head. I’ve replaced this cover. The back plate

HERBY’S HINTS
to keep  your car in top condition.

HOWEVER!
No responsibility can be accepted 
should any unfortunate outcome 
arise from following these hints.

•	 Old (& very old) 
Cars with DYNAMO 
generators:

Only batteries with removable tops/caps must be 
used - NOT the modern sealed type.

The batteries MUST be able to BREATHE and the 
water level readily checked.

•	 Older 6 cylinder cars:
When were the engine TAPPETS last 

checked & adjusted ?

Now may be a good time to attend to this so as to 
save UNNECESSARY wear and damage, & to keep 

the engine running as it was designed! 
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The water-pump bearing and seal can fail. Happily the 
bearing can be replaced with a standard water-pump bearing 
from a bearing supplier as can the seal, which can be fitted 
with a little ingenuity and some silicone sealant. You will need 
to cut the bearing shaft accurately at both ends using an angle 
grinder as the shafts are case hardened. I suggest bevelling the 
edges for ease of assembly. The cast iron impeller should be 
removed utilising the tapped holes in the casting into which 
bolts can be screwed after the holes have been cleaned with 
a tap. A slotted bar type steering wheel puller is suitable for 
removing the impeller.  Should either or both of the threads 
be rusted out, drill and tap so as to fit oversize bolts. Don’t try 
using any form of external puller, the casting will probably 
crack. The front fan flange and the impeller can be safely 
pressed back on using a large vice.

Never let anyone talk you into fitting a toothed fan belt. 
Your water pump bearing will wear out in less than thousand 
miles with one of these belts as they pull down on the bearing 
rather than flex away from it as the solid belts do.

Do you really want a thermostat here in Australia? 
They may be necessary in England where the main problem 
is battling cold temperatures. Here they can be just another 
impediment causing overheating. If you want to run in the 
summer without a thermostat, remember you must install 
a sleeve in the thermostat housing to block off the rapid- 
heating reticulation pipe. I haven’t had a thermostat since 
the one in my car ceased years ago. One downside to having 
no thermostat in winter is that the heater doesn’t work very 
well.  A likely $�0.00 solution to this problem  on the proviso 
that the reticulation pipe was blocked off would be to install 
a standard Ford or Holden thermostat in the winter months 
if the original one no longer works. It looks feasible though 
I haven’t tried this idea.

 In 50 years of driving I have never had any problem 
with a car that ran a bit on the cool side but I have seen some 
dreadful things happen to cars that have overheated. 

One last thing that can cause a problem in hot weather 
is fuel vaporisation which will result in fuel starvation or 
a complete and sudden stop. The cause of this problem, at 
least in my car, was a fuel filter connected between the back 
carburettor fuel intake pipe and the fuel pipe from the tank 
forced the fuel line up along the side of the cylinder block. 
Perhaps this is a good idea for cars back in England but not 
here in sunny Australia. I removed this superfluous filter 
(petrol is very clean these day and there are other filters), 
disconnected the rubber fuel hose at the chassis end opposite 
where it connects across to the fuel pipe going up the side of 
the block and ran a fuel hose directly between this point on 
the chassis and the carburettor well clear of the block.

I realise that much of the above will be sacrilege to the 
purist but for those like me who enjoy driving their car rather 
than looking at it my suggestions may be useful. I don’t aspire 
to winning a Concourse though I do have a vague ambition of 
driving �00,000 miles in the R Type I salvaged from under a 
tree. I am well on the way. With global warming seemingly 
upon us, I still intend to drive my car �� months a year 
rather than 9 months of the year or in the future even less. I 
always maintain that driving a Bentley is one of life’s simple 
pleasures. I don’t want to deprive myself!  Roger Taylor
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Classic Vehicle Log Book Trial
Transport for NSW and Roads and Maritime Services have developed a Classic Vehicle Log Book trial for vehicles 

which qualify for conditional historic registration (�0 years or older and used for recreational purposes).
The scheme commenced on � October �0�5 and the RROC is one of the earliest Car Clubs to register to participate in 

the scheme. To participate in the scheme an individual must be a member of a Club registered under the scheme and 
the vehicle must be registered under the present Historic Vehicle Conditional Registration scheme.

The scheme is a two year trial.
Substantial information is available on the RMS website at- http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/registration/get-nsw-
registration/historic-vehicles/log-book-trial.html.

The website contains many question and answer scenarios and it is strongly suggested anyone wishing to participate 
in the scheme familiarises themselves with the information contained therein.

In essence the scheme aims to provide participants with 60 days per annum of additional recreational use of historic 
plated vehicles over and above the use available currently under existing club use rules.

It is not compulsory to participate.
As stated above, the RROC (NSW Branch) has registered to participate in the scheme.
Individual Club members may opt to now participate with their vehicles (provided they have conditional historic 

registration) in the scheme.
To participate it will be necessary to attend a motor registry or NSW Government Service Centre and present:
 Proof of identity
 Current Certificate of Conditional Registration
 Current Certificate of Approved Operations
 A completed Change of Records (PDF ���Kb) to have the vehicle’s conditions updated.

If you have a fully registered classic vehicle (�0 years or older) and wish to participate in the scheme, the vehicle will 
need to be moved to Historic Registration. You will not be able to display two sets of different registration plates. If you 
decide to move a vehicle you have under full registration on to the Log Book scheme and wish to retain the plates you 
currently hold, then you will have to arrange to have the plates stored or move them to another vehicle.

Operators of existing conditional historic registered vehicles will be issued with:
 A new Certificate of Conditional Registration (endorsed for logbook use)
 A Certificate of Approved Operations, with updated conditions

A Classic Vehicle Log Book Trial Form (which at present is an A4 sheet of paper. Make sure it is duly signed by 
an authorised person before leaving the Registry or Office).

You may be required to produce evidence of membership of the club, in which case the club will provide written 
confirmation of membership, by email if necessary.

The available usage under the scheme is pro-rated to the balance of registration left on the vehicle. For example, if the 
vehicle is up for re-registration in 6 months you will only get �0 days of Log Book use.

If you start a journey on one day and finish it the next, then that is two days log book use.
The days available under the log book scheme are in addition to the normal or existing Club event and conditional 

registration rules.
The Log Book (60 days use) applies to each vehicle registered to participate in the scheme, not to the member nor in 

any way in relation to the number of Clubs to which a member may belong. In other words the Log Book applies to each 
vehicle. Multiple vehicles cannot be utilised under one Log Book.

There is no cost to participating in the scheme. There is no increase at this time in third party insurance premiums under 
the scheme though this may be reviewed.

The scheme does not apply to vehicles used for commercial operations.
The RROC has no responsibility in administering or policing the scheme and has no liability to or for members who 

participate in the scheme.
Once again it is important that members wishing to opt into the Log Book scheme familiarise themselves with 

the information provided by the Roads and Maritime Services at the above website address.

The Return of SFC54

Letters/Emails/Photos etc.  
56AG ‘60�’
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After twenty-six years off the road my Silver Dawn 
Chassis SFC54 is now in the final stages of a repaint 
in ‘Moss Green’. The original colour, ‘Moss Green’, 
was found in the boot in a screwed tight compartment, 
unaffected by sunlight or the elements, on the inside of 
the spare wheel opening external cover.

John and Darren Vawser restored and rebuilt the 
engine prior to the paint work. It had been in a garage 
behind work and off the road in Manly all this time 
and they restarted it the first day. However they then 
stripped down the engine rebuilding it with new pistons 
and other parts.

I look forward to using it again in �0�6 having 
bought this Rolls-Royce in �97�. Bryan Inder

Since the demise of running boards, the modern car hasn’t 
really catered for the picnic goer.  Brian Crump sent L&D 
this photo of a solution to the problem! (Flags are optional!)

The Satnav 
- by Pam Ayres
 
I have a little Satnav,
It sits there in my car.
A Satnav is a driver’s friend,
It tells you where you are.
I have a little Satnav,
I’ve had it all my life.
It’s better than the normal ones,
My Satnav is my wife.
It gives me full instructions,
Especially how to drive.
“It’s sixty miles an hour”, it 
says,
“You’re doing sixty five”.
It tells me when to stop and 
start,
And when to use the brake.
And tells me that it’s never 
ever
Safe to overtake.
It tells me when a light is red,
And when it goes to green.
It seems to know instinctively,
Just when to intervene.
It lists the vehicles just in front,
And all those to the rear.
And taking this into account,
It specifies my gear.

I’m sure no other driver
Has so helpful a device.
For when we leave and lock 
the car,
It still gives its advice.
It fills me up with 
counselling,
And each journey’s pretty 
fraught.
So why don’t I exchange it,
And get a quieter sort?
Ah well, you see, it cleans 
the house,
Makes sure I’m properly 
fed.
It washes all my shirts and 
things,
And keeps me warm in bed!
Despite all these 
advantages,
And my tendency to scoff,
I only wish that now and 
then,
I could turn the bugger off.

Leon De Bord wanted to 
share this with us all.
Thanks Leon!
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FOR SALE: A set of six Hepworth and Grandage pistons 
and gudgeons to suit early �0/�5 H.P. These appear to be 
as new, fitted to GXO4� in the early �960s after throwing 
a rod, and not actually run. The wrong rings were used (5 
compression rings, instead of � compression rings with oil 
scrapers in top and bottom slots). Replaced with modern 
pistons because of excessive smoke, but should work with 
correct rings.  Make an offer! John Gillings Manly Vale 0 
4�� ��9 657  john@gillings.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING TERMS & CONDITIONS.
Members’ private classified ads are free to financial 

members for personal ads for automobilia, cars and parts. 
Ads for number plates will not be accepted. 

Non-Members & Trade: $�0 for text & � photograph. 
Payment in advance please.  

Send details to: Editor (see p�)  Deadline: �8th of 
February, April, June, August, October & December.

MARKET PLACE
FOR SALE: �990 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit II Chassis 
no ASL����9. Rgn HC�58. Due to purchase of another 
vehicle I am selling my �990 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 
II.  Colour - Georgian silver, 45,000 miles  A delightful 
and easy car to drive.  Owned by RROC club member and 
meticulously maintained. Second owner.   Exterior bodywork 

excellent. Interior leather in very, very good condition.  
Burr walnut timber as new   Lovely original detail 

includes personalised mirrors in rear, , original footrests in 
rear.  Purchased from original owner. Maintenance records 
since �008 are to hand.   Registered to Feb �4 �0�6 $ �7,500 
For more images and further information and viewing contact 
Vivien 0� 9��00�00 email: vivien@ausinstyle.com.au

WANTED:
�� inch wheel rims to suit a �9�4 Silver Ghost.  Any quantity 
up to six. Contact: Ossie Miller 0407670767

WANTED:
Phantom III or Wraith in good on-road condition.  
Contact: Keith Wherry keithwherry@yahoo.com.au
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FOR SALE: �96� Silver Cloud III - SEV�87.  Magnolia/
Tan, previously owned by 4 NSW Branch members.  
Registered QLD SCIII. �0,000 kms since the engine and 
gearbox were fully rebuilt by John Vawser Motors. Price 

$99,500. Contact: Tony Akkari 04�4 499 999

FOR SALE: �977 Silver Shadow II SRN �0408. 
Regn:  CF 9� QE  Chocolate over Coffee, light tan 
interior, new carpet, �� months registration, cruise 
control, power seats and windows etc. etc.  Just ask!  A lovely 
car to drive. Asking Price $��,000 Contact: Bob Doyle 04�4 
5�� 9�9 or bob@dsrleathergoods.com.au

WANTED:  Parts for �0 H.P:
- Oil filler neck cap
- Crank handle cover
- Bonnet latches (4)
Call Steve Wasley on 040� 495 60�.





SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS AS THEY SUPPORT US 
AND TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN L&D
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Repair & Restoration 
Services Pty LtdR for Rolls-Royce, Bentley, Bugatti, Hispano Suiza, Lagonda

and other fine Vintage & Classic cars

* Routine servicing
* General maintenance
* Concours preparation
* Engine detailing
*Major mechanical rebuilds
  engine, gearbox, drivetrain etc.
* Mechanical parts fabricated 
   in-house
* Electrical rewiring
* Carburettors repaired
*Over 130 years combined 
   experience amongst team
* Competitive pricing & a
   quality result 

Please phone the Proprietor, Garth Selig Mob: 0411 496 660
ph: +612 9756 3895 email: repairrestoration@yahoo.com.au

Unit 5, 171-175 Newton Rd, Wetherill Park NSW 2164 Australia

R
Photo: David Neely
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CAR-of-the-YEAR, OVERALL WINNER at the 2015 Concours de’Elegance: 
1964 Silver Cloud III, Chassis No. SFU337, Standard Saloon Owner: Bill Hall


