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Langford House at Walcha, NSW reflected in �92� Silver Ghost 76JG’s bonnet. 

Taken during the Wild Rivers Run organised as part of our 20�6 Diamond Anniversary celebrations.     
Photo: David Marshall-Martin, GSM
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I feel 20�7 is well and 
truly underway with many 
of us meeting at the Federal 
Rally in Canberra mid March 
for a long weekend of great 
company, great events and 
great motor cars. The ACT 
branch has prepared an 
excellent weekend of activities 
in our national capital.

Many of us will simply drive to Canberra, meet up with 
friends from other states and generally enjoy ourselves. 
Another sixty or so members will arrive via the “High 
Country” Overlander prepared and managed by Alan Simpson 
with much support from his Overlander Committee, Beverley 
Simpson!

I have read the trip notes and this will be a magnificent way 
to get to Canberra. Several interstate members will join the 
group along the way so they will all arrive in Canberra fully 
in a Federal Rally mood. Thank you to Allan and Beverley 
for organising such an expedition on behalf of all RROCA 
members.

We wish all Overlander and Federal Rally participants safe 
driving and an enjoyable time.

After the Rally all will return to normal which, for us, 
means lots of activities starting with our Commemoration 
Day on Sunday 2 April. Our luncheon venue is the Hunters 
Hill Club and we are encouraging as many pre-war cars to 
participate as possible. Bookings are coming in already.

Graeme Soderland has very kindly taken on the task of 
organising the drive aspect of the day with an easy-to-reach 
meeting point followed by the regulation Sir Henry Royce 
drive of �904 re-created once again by this Club in 20�7. 
You are welcome to join the short drive or come straight to 
the luncheon venue if that suits you better.

And in May we will have our popular “Drive and be Driven 
Day”. This year we plan to combine it with Heritage Motoring 
Day so we are hoping for many, many cars to participate. Our 
base will be the Corrugated Café at Peats Ridge where we will 
have a pleasant �0km drive signposted. The café will look after 
the inner person with all sorts of food plus the ever required 
espresso coffee, hot & strong. Bring your Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley or one of your “other” interesting cars.

Also in May will be the 20�7 “Wombat Flats” day at 
Bob Doyle’s property. Always a fabulous day and a day to 
help raise funds to maintain the Phantom V which will be 
there for members and friends to ride in or drive for a small 
donation. 

Check the calendar - lots of things happening and there is 
something for everybody. I hope we see plenty of members at 
events and, of course, your friends are welcome too. Perhaps 
they may see what fun we have and decide to join. Encourage 
them!
Regards Bruce

Hello everyone, 
Well, the new year has 

got off to a magnificent start. 8 
new members have joined since 
January and were approved 
at the January and February 
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  g e n e r a l 
meetings. 

We would like to welcome:

Arie and Lyn Kooyman with �999 Silver Seraph 
AAX0�759 
Andy and Margie Mallen with �95� Silver Wraith 
BLW86 
John and Gail Robison  with �984 Silver Spirit 
ASE�0089, 
Graham Hawkes with �996 Silver Spirit AST57502 and 
Peter Corrie who joins as an Associate Member.

Our club is in a very healthy position with so many new 
members joining our ranks - and only a small few who left 
last year, I think many motoring clubs would be envious of 
our record. The future for us is very bright and the quality of 
the cars coming in with their custodians is exceptional.

As we prepare for the Federal Rally in the ACT next 
month and the excitement of participating in the Overlander, 
I would like to express on your behalf our appreciation for 
the magnificent effort of the Simpsons in organising what 
looks to be a great adventure. I, along with other long time 
and some new members are “first timers” on this overlander. 
I know it will be a lot of fun and a memorable experience. 
Allan is meticulous in his preparation and Beverly “proofs” 
the plans, and I suspect approves the arrangements. May I 
wish all participants a safe and happy journey. Enjoy the 
Rally, I know I will.

Remember – It’s your club, so let’s get involved. You are 
welcome to everything we do.

Steve McDonald.
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Phantom V Conservation Fund Report:

       $
Opening balance:         5571.05
Plus Donations 100.00
 5671.05
Less Expenses 756.34
Closing balance:                  4914.71

Tax deductible donations may be made to: 
BSB: 0�4-0�0 Account No: �4�46�
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The NSW government introduced a new Conditional 
Registration scheme for classic vehicles (CVS) to apply from 
�9 December, 20�6.

In essence the scheme is to provide for conditional 
registration for Classic Vehicles, �0 years and older that 
have had modifications from their original manufactured 
specifications, that render them not eligible for the HCRS, 
Historic Conditional Registration Scheme.

Club members wishing to take advantage of the benefits of 
Conditional Registration for their historic or classic car need 
to be fully apprised of which system they should register their 
vehicle under. Much information is available on the RMS 
website but some of it is confusing in that, in places, the site 
refers to HCRS as the Classic Vehicle Scheme.

If your vehicle is �0 plus years old, is under �.5 tonnes gross 
vehicle mass and has some modifications that take it outside 
the HCRS rules then the new CVS scheme is for you.

To determine the impact of modifications made to a 
vehicle, it should be noted that the RMS website advises that 
vehicles qualifying for HCRS must be as close to original 
condition as possible, with NO alterations except for safety 
features such as seatbelts and turn indicators, or period 
accessories and options, if desired.

In terms of modifications that fall under this requirement 
you should take a look at VSI-6 on the RMS website, using the 
following link: http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/roads/
safety-rules/standards/vsi-06-light-vehicle-modifications.
pdf.This provides some guidelines on what you can do to 
your vehicle without needing to have those changes certified 
by an engineer who is on the VSCCS list. It also outlines 
modifications that do require certification. If your vehicle falls 
into the classification of requiring an engineer’s certification 
under VSI-6 then the vehicle should be conditionally registered 
under the CVS system. It does not qualify for HCRS.

If your vehicle falls under the CVS requirements you will 
need a blue slip to commence the conditional registration 
process. When completed your Classic vehicle will carry 
white plates with green numbers and letters. For information 
on the process to be followed to complete conditional 
registration under the CVS scheme go to the following link: 
http://www.confederationofmotorclubs.org.au/.

As part of the process of conditional registration under the 
CVS scheme there is an additional step required which does 
not apply to HCRS. The ACMC (Australian Confederation of 
Motor Clubs), as the approved authority under the MOU with 
the RMS, must stamp the Classic Vehicle Declaration form 
as must the RROCA as your primary club. After stamping by 
the Club’s approved officer (John Elmes) the form needs to be 
mailed to the ACMC for stamping and return prior to heading 
off to the RMS or Service NSW office for final processing.

Both HCRS and CVS offer access to the 60 day logbook 
trial. Applying to register your vehicle under either system 
you must be a financially paid up RROCA member at all times 
you utilise the vehicle or you will not be legally registered 
and not covered for third party insurance.

VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE: 
New Classic Vehicle (CVS) 

Registration Scheme in NSW
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The Diamond Committee was made up of Kim Stapleton, Jeanne Eve, Bob Adby, 
David Marshll-Martin (Chair), David Neely and Michael Jeanes.

Michael Jeanes was not 
available for the photo 
but is shown here giving 
himself a pat on the back 
from us.

THE DIAMOND COMMITTEE RETIRES 
AFTER A JOB WELL DONE!

 At the December 
20�6 meeting President 
Bruce Duncan presented 
t he  member s  o f  t he 
Diamond Committee with 
a plaque as our way of 
saying thank you for their 
incredibly sucessful efforts 
in organising and running 
our 60th Anniversary 
events.

L&D March/April 20�7

Editor’s   
Comments

My apologies to Ossie and Jane Miller for misidentifying their 
�924 Silver Ghost 48RM.  I said it was 8CE and belonging to 
Peter Moran on page 24 of the last L&D.  Thanks to eagle-eyed 
David Berthon for picking me up on this! MG(Ed)

1924 Silver 
Ghost 48RM

I have had to move to page 
4 to make room for the very 
important announcement from 
the RMS.  Please make sure you 
read it. (It’s a pity really; I quite 
like being a page � girl!)

We have started off the year 
with car displays at Darling Harbour and Parramatta Park.  
In February it was The Highland Steam Festival in Oberon 
and the Gnoo Blas Classic in Orange.  Since February is a 
short month which demand an early deadline we hope to 
bring you reports on these in the May/June L&D.

This issue is a bit different from usual.  We are sure you 
will enjoy reading about Graham Lawrence’s ‘Beast’ even 
though it isn’t a club car.  

The other interesting article is one I have been hoping to 
publish for some time.  I have finally talked Roger Falkner 
into recording his memories of the York Motors Fire in �985.  
He has also been kind enough to allow me to scan and print 
his photos of that time.  It is certainly an event that needs 
recording.

There was also just enough room to give you a page 
of assorted interesting pictures from members opposite.  
Enjoy! 
Margaret Gillings, Editor
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While we were all sweltering in the January and 
February heat, Bob Adby was swanning around 
Europe.  In Rome he thought he would tease 
us with this frozen fountain.  He then went to 
Madrid and took the fast train to Barcelona.

 It’s fast all right!

 ...28 minutes later

...and another 5 minutes after that. Bob tells us 
that the trip of 620 kilometres took 2.5 hours. 
and the same trip in �976 by road took 2 days 
of concentrated driving.

Once in 
Barcelona, 

Bob spotted 
this Phantom 

V parked 
outside the 

extraordinary  
Sagrada 
Familia 

Cathedral 
by architect 

Gaudi.
(This is 
worth 

googling!)

Some Interesting Photos sent 
to L&D by Members

Meanwhile, 
below :

a Rolls-Royce 
owner from 

Massachusetts 
(Northern 

Hemisphere) 
posted this photo 
of his car on the 

forums.  

Back in the warmth of the Southern Hemisphere 
at CARnivale in Parramatta Park last Australia 
Day;  Mark Glanville photographed this Dennis 

F44 Fire Engine because it is powered by a Rolls-
Royce B 8� petrol engine.  Note the small blue 

Rolls-Royce badge afixed to the radiator.
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The �920s were the heyday of motoring engineering and 
design for prestige cars.  The aftermath of WW�, which had led 
to massive technological development as wars unfortunately 
do, passed on many engineering advances to motor car 
manufactures.

Rolls-Royce and Bentley were not alone at aiming at the 
rich and prestige market that grew before the Great Depression 
in the early �0s.  Hispano-Suiza and Delage were among many 
producing advanced, beautiful and expensive vehicles.  During 
WW� the brilliant engineer of Hispano-Suiza, Marc Birkigt, 
designed and produced the first V8 aircraft engines which were 
initially used in SPAD fighter aircraft.  

The engine had less vibration, less gyroscopic torque than 
the existing rotary engines and was more powerful, aerodynamic 
and lighter.  It went on to be the equivalent of the R-R Merlin 
engines of WWII, used in the majority of WWI allied aircraft, 
manufactured under licence in 2� countries.

Something Completely Different 
“The Beast” at Wakefield Park

Delage also produced powerful engines installed 
in their advanced chassis designs for the prestige car 
market including a 2 litre V�2 Grand Prix car.  Delage 
were the first to install 4 wheel brakes on a passenger 
car, a development derided by other manufactures as 
being unsafe because they were only producing cars 
with rear brakes.  Some of the most amazing classic 
Art Deco French body designs were later produced for 
Delage that have been on display at Pebble Beach.  The 
�922 Delage CO2 in my custodianship carries an �8.5 
litre Hispano- Suiza aircraft engine from the same era.  
Those RROC members who were at the Peats Ridge 
drive day in 20�6 will have seen “The Beast”.

“The Beast” at Peats Ridge last year.

“The Beast”, a 1922  Delage on the straight

L&D March/April 20�7

The Vintage Sports 
Car Club announced a 40th 
Anniversary Race Meeting 
at Wakefield Park to be held 
on �7/�8 September 20�6.  
Wakefield Park, Goulburn 
was constructed as a dedicated 
race track for Historic Cars, 
created and owned by the 
late great Paul Samuels who 
founded our club.

I decided to take “The 
Paul Samuels

On the grid; David and Goliath

Beast” along to the anniversary meeting and entered the 
Regularity event.

The �8.5 litre engine is a little thirsty and it consumed 
$�20 worth of fuel just in the two hours drive to Goulburn 
plus a litre or two of oil.  The engine was running a bit rich 
(now sorted) and, on the way after � ½ hours, I had to stop 
outside a burger joint to clean the �6 spark plugs.

Delage on the straight

Friday afternoon I found my way to the track in an 
exhaust cloud and had the car scrutineered, received the 
relevant stickers and on Saturday morning arrived for the 
practice session.

The track is tight for such a large car with one or two 
corners a left or right hand hairpin bend.

The �8.5 litre Hispano-Suiza engine has enormous torque 
as well as about �50bhp but also has a crash �920s gearbox.  
I must admit during the Regularity proper I didn’t use many 
gears.  I was happy to splutter around the tight corners and 
then open up the throttle to roar away with much drama and 
noise.

A friend of mine John Jones, of questionable navigational 
skills in the Delage during a VSCCA George Green Rally two 
years ago, has decided to capture the Delage at Wakefield in a 
painting for posterity (whose, I don’t know). It will be completed 
sometime in the future but here it is at an unfinished stage.  

Graham Lawrence

The Bequet Delage painting

The John Jones Painting of “The Beast” at Wakefield
Coincidentally a friend in England has an original 

painting on his wall of the �924 Bequet Delage. It has a 
�0.5 litre V8 Hispano-Suiza engine which replaced a 2 litre 
V�2 engine, it is still competing in the UK and recently 
sold by Fiskens.

It was the first time I had taken “The Beast” on the 
track, first time for me at Wakefield and it was much fun, 
finishing 4th out of �8.  However as an early aircraft engine, 
it was designed to have a limited number of flying hours 
before being stripped down and rebuilt. It was not designed 
for long distance running such as a R-R car engine but for 
bursts of action. Rather like a F� engine but I don’t have 
a F� budget.

So “The Beast” will be limited, in future, to track 
appearances. Although it has been invited to Historic 
Winton, Victoria, May 27/28, to appear alongside the � or 
4 other aero-engined cars that have been asked to gather 
at the meeting.

It is too far to drive and too big for a trailer for me to 
drive, any (inexpensive) ideas?

(John will paint, as a commission, members’ cars but if 
they want the correct number of spokes (as one member of 
VSSCA once commented) best they have a photo!)

L&D March/April 20�7
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COMING EVENTS for the next 6 months or so

Our Club’s Own Events

The ‘High Country’ Overlander
Where will they be should I want to meet 

up with them?
Thursday, 9 March meet in Berry, 
Friday 10th Berry to Eden, 
Saturday - Sunday, 11-12 March, 
 Eden to Lakes Entrance
Monday 13 March  Lakes Entrance to Bright.
Tuesday 14 March, Bright to Tumbarumba.
Wednesday 15 March, through Tumut, 
 Yass, and Murrumbateman to Canberra.  
           
Allan Simpson – 0408 282 708 
Email:  allan@simpsonhealthcare.com.au   

2017 Events
Sunday March 5 – Clean-up Australia Day with the Rover 

Club.  8am at Putney Park. Bring your own 
gardening gloves and morning tea.  Pellisier 
Rd, Putney; opposite Putney Parade.  Meet  
under the large tree in the parking lot.

March 9-15 ‘High Country’ Overlander to the Federal 
Rally.  Details have been Praeclarum, 
our Bulletin and on the web site.  This 
event is effectively full but there will be 
a waiting list in case anyone drops out. 
Contact: Allan Simpson (02)9�62 9440 
or 0408 282 708 or  allan@simpsonhealthcare.com.au
   
March 16-20 2017 – Federal Rally Canberra ACT. Don’t 
miss our most important function of the year!  There were 
full details in the October Praeclarum and the Registration 
Form was in the December Praeclarum.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 15 – NO GENERAL MEETING 
BECAUSE OF THE FEDERAL RALLY

WEDNESDAY March 22 – Substitute General meeting.  
After our return from the Federal Rally.

S u n d a y  A p r i l  2  - 
Commemoration Run and 
Lunch at the Hunters Hill 
Club – This is always to 
celebrate the running of the first 
Royce car on �st April �904.  
Booking Form and details are 

enclosed and also in your monthly email Bulletin.

Sunday May 21 – Drive-and-Be-Driven Day & National 
Motoring Heritage Day – Peats 
Ridge.  Come and try out other 
members cars either as a driver or 
a passenger. Check out a model 
you are thinking of maybe buying. 
Lunch at the Galvanised Café or 
bring a picnic.  We also welcome members and friends in 
yours or theirs or your other interesting car!
This year we are combining this annual event with the National 

Motoring Heritage Day.  There are designated 
gathering places all over NSW (just google 
councilofmotorclubs.org.au ) but, even if you 
don’t come to Peats Ridge or go to one of those, 
make sure you take your club car out and let it 

be seen on the streets on this day.

Sunday May 28 – Return to Wombat 
Flats – Another day to raise a top-up 
for the Conservation Fund SHRF 
Phantom V at Bob Doyle’s place at 
The Oaks near Camden.  Further 
details and booking form later.

Wednesday June 14th – Dineamics Ladies 
Lunch
Ladies; watch your emails.

Sunday June 25 – Winter Solstice Long Run VII to the 
Southern Highlands for lunch. See enclosed booking form for 
further details and watch your email Bulletins.

Sunday 2nd July - 2017 Classic Car Display and Charity 
BBQ A Christmas in July Event
We are invited to bring our cars to the BDC (NSW) Annual 
Classic Car Display, Charity BBQ & Mini Swap Meet ��.00am 
280 Penrose Road, Bundanoon
Cost: Adults $�0,  Children $5 per head BBQ , Tea, Coffee 
and Soft Drinks included 
(all proceeds to Kids Research Institute at The Children’s 
Hospital Westmead) 
Enquiries: Miles Felstead on 04�8 287 �88 

REGULAR EVENTS:
GENERAL MEETINGS:  are held on the 
THIRD WEDNESDAY of every month at 8.00pm 
at Barnwell Park Golf Club 551 Lyons Rd, Five 
Dock 
Meet to eat from about 6.�0pm onwards.
BREAKFAST IS ON AGAIN every second Saturday 
at Hunters Hill Club starting around 9.00am 
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ABOVE: GGM�0 owned by Allen Curtis

What a fantastic day!  The weather was great 
and the cars on display were jaw-dropping.  The public 
were in huge numbers and I think we should have been 
there.   Our cars would have fitted in perfectly.   Charlie 
Frew, Graham Lawrence, Kim Stapleton, David Neely, 
Vince Thompson and others I ran into through the day, 
made it a great day.   Sam Movizio really knows how to 
put a classic car show together; it was just fantastic. My 
beautiful Camilla (SRH�7475) won an award.  I should 
have taken more photos but I just didn’t have time and 
the day went so fast that the next thing l knew it was time 
to go home.  What a great Australia day!  Bob Doyle

ABOVE: This one really doesn’t need a caption, does it? ABOVE: Trivetts displayed this great number plate 
with a rather nice  Bentley attached

RIGHT: Bob 
shows off his 
well-deserved 
trophy for the 
lovely Camilla
shown below.

Even the rosette 
seems to be 

smiling!

ABOVE: 
Graham 

Lawrence’s 
“Beast” is 
always a 

show stopper!
RIGHT: 
�958 S� owned 
by Brian Lewis
and S. Shadow   

SRH�7475
‘Lady Camilla’

Concours d’Elegance Australia 2017 
at Darling Harbour

 Unfortunately, we didn’t get a photo of  Abraham 
and Sally Wahab’s lovely R-Type B582TN which was 
runner up to Best-In-Show and won its Class.  MG(Ed)

L&D March/April 20�7
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Roger Falkner Remembers 
The Terrible Fire at York Motors Rolls-Royce and 

Bentley,  17the April,1985.
I left school at �7 in �950.  I knew which path I wished 

to follow --to become a car salesman.  I joined the Pontiac and 
Holden Distributor-Southern Motors followed by moving to 
the distinguished distributor of Jaguar and Daimler—Brysons 
and, finally, to the dream of most car salesmen and women; 
to the incredible York Motors to join the team of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley Cars.

In all that time in the car industry I met some 
very  interesting and important folk and also experienced 
some truly amazing events related to my activities but nothing 
prepared me for the events of the �7th and �8th April,�985.

I was listening to the ABC news broadcast at 6am 
which was my daily activity prior to getting ready to leave 
for William Street.  Then the announcer led off the broadcast 
with “Huge fire at Rolls-Royce, Palmer Street, Sydney.”  My 
blood froze and as I moved to leave the phone rang. It was 
my boss, Mr. David Shmith, who confirmed what I had just 
heard.

I do not recall what I was thinking for the hour long 
drive to the showroom however when I arrived I was stopped 
by the police from entering Palmer Street until Mr. Shmith 
saw me. 

There was a lot of water around together with water hoses 
and fire brigade trucks, their amazing personnel and also the 
general mess.  A sight I can still recall.  

That was nothing compared to what I was then to 
witness.  To enter our garage for about 50 cars, one navigated 
a steep wooden ramp from Palmer Street to the floor above 
which was also made of wood.  The allocated car spots for 
Visitor, Toyota, Rolls-Royce and Bentley bays were strictly 
observed.

I then observed that the ramp was no longer there and…

… the floor was half way burnt through in the 
direction of William Street.  

Many of the parked cars from the previous day and 
left in overnight had fallen through to the ground floor. 
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 However, the fire had been extinguished by the fire 
department leaving quite a number of cars intact.  

This included YM006 (the company’s number plate for 
whichever car was the company’s current demonstrator).  
At this time it was a Silver Spirit.  I remember the colour 
was Georgian Silver.

How were we to get these cars out of the building?  
I rang The Men From Mars who inspected the position and said the 

job could be achieved by removing the roof and hoisting the untouched 
cars together with the fire affected cars out through the open roof.

The Silver Spirit was the first to be lifted.  A huge crane was 
stationed on a spare block of land on Rosella Lane. Up and up the 
Spirit went together with the proud number plates YM002 which 
had graced many a home of our distinguished clients including 
Government House.

Roger was General Manager (Sales) of Yorks at 
this time and was a very good friend to our club.  

He still subscribes to London & Derby. The picture 
above was on the front cover of Praeclarum,  Au-

gust 1985.  MG(Ed.)
It was followed by a �985 Mercedes Benz �80 SEC 
Drop-Head Saloon, a very special car at the time. 

Along with many others, my heart was in 
my mouth, as we watched in excitement with 
TV cameras whirring and newspaper cameras 
flashing to capture the scene being portrayed 
before us. Guy ropes had been attached to the 
frame holding the Spirit to assist to correct landing 
position.  

Allan Lowe had the keys and started the 
huge 6.7 litre engine which nonchalantly purred 
into life and then he drove her off to our works 
at Alexandria as if he was out for a Sunday drive. 
This scene was repeated until all the cars were 
safely out.

The rest is now history but for the writer the 
sights are indelibly etched in his head as if the 
whole disastrous event was but yesterday.  Roger 
Falkner

L&D March/April 20�7
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HERBY’S HINTS
to keep  your car in top 

condition.
 
HOWEVER!
No responsibility can be accepted 
should any unfortunate outcome 
arise from following these hints.  

•	 ALL  SILVER CLOUD &  BENTLEY ‘S’ models  

BRAKE RESERVOIR HOSES MAY BE ROTTING !

2  hoses are ‘hidden’ high up in the chassis rail and may 
(or even probably?) have never been checked since the 
car was new!  A special hose part is specified as being 

the proper brake hose & must be used.

Do NOT use FUEL LINE HOSE

Also, the more readily accessible other 2  brake hoses  
will probably be found to need to be replaced.

   •		To examine & rectify, get professional help for 
SAFETY’S SAKE!

AGAIN,  this is a TIME/AGE matter – these hoses 
deteriorate with TIME! 

When Barrie received this, he was very relieved to know he didn’t have to pay anything until the year 2�00!

Ignition Parts

Have you been to 
breakfast lately?  

If not, this is what 
you are missing out 

on at 
The Hunters Hill 

Club about 9.00am 
every second 

Saturday of the 
month.

Photo: Patrick Ryan
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Letters/Emails/Photos etc.  

Hello Margaret.
I knew it! I was sitting on the bus stop right 

outside the place yesterday.    I am very grateful to 
you for confirming the address.   I am an old fellow 
now but, in �956, when much younger, I was a PMG 
Telephone Technician, working out of a  makeshift 
depot in the St Leonards Exchange down near 
Christie Street.   It is still there and looks much the 
same as I remember it.  It is almost the only place 
I do remember, as I then went to work out of City 
East exchange in Darlinghurst, and working all 
over the place till I came back as depot manager 
in �978, at the large depot in Herbert Street.   As 
an administrator I hardly got out to the workface 
any more so completely lost contact with my old 
stamping ground, till I was made redundant with the 
advent of Telstra in �99�, when I retired.

I had often thought of the frequent visits to 
George’s workshop, and the very interesting cars 
and equipment he had there, the most prominent, a 
very large RR of an early vintage.  An open car with 
a laid back soft top but slung from the roof above 
was a hard top to be fitted when required.  My boss, 
who had taken me there the first time pointed out 
that each cylinder had two spark plugs, one set in 
use when starting the car and the other when it was 
warmed up and running.   The headlights were each 
an enormous �2 inch diameter, with the reflectors 
made of ground glass.   The side windows were 
electrically operated and a hand throttle on the 
steering column.  The whole kit just amazed me, I 
think it was a light tan colour, but I also remember 
a very yellow one that was there at one point.  The 
ex-spitfire Merlin Engine was a spectacular thing 
to a novice like me, and George was in the process 
of restoring a very old Renault, �904 I think. And 
though I knew little about engines at the time I was 
impressed by the polished copper tubing which 
protected the spark plug leads to each cylinder.    I 
wouldn’t have classed it as a Showroom, as on the 
occasions when I visited there was always some 
mechanical work in progress which George was 
always happy to discuss    

I was surprised to see that your meetings take 
place at the Canada Bay Club, the same venue 

Sevenoaks Showroom site November 20�6

 Our club gets some wonderfully interesting 
enquiries, comments and general communications 
from all sorts of people who have old connections 
and/or fond memories of things Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley.  The following was in answer to a request 
for the address of the George Sevenoaks showroom 
in Crows Nest all those years ago.  My reply and 
1952 photo, brought the following interesting 
reminiscence and 2016 photo taken from the bus!  
MG(ed)

f George

that I attend on the last Tuesdays of each month with the Antique 
Arms Collectors Society, must be something about us old fellas and 
collecting things

Once again, Margaret, many thanks for that address, not that I 
could see much of interest inside, but it did take me back. 

Best Regards Geoff Pogson          

Dear Margaret,
      We’ll have to stop meeting like this.
Yes, I received my 50 years membership badge at our 20�6 

awards dinner but I’m not that old: I joined as a teenager with the 
support of our much loved George Sevenoaks. 

The Humber Mark IV image you used with my last letter (L & 
D Jan/Feb 20�7) depicts a car well before my days as an ABC cadet 
journalist.

 When rostered as the international airport early morning 
reporter, to try for stories about incoming famous people, I was driven 
to work in a black Commonwealth Humber series V: the last of the big 
Humbers. As I’ve said, it was a great way to start my working day.
     Leon de Bord
Dear Leon,
 We are all always delighted to hear from you, whether it is 
a casual letter like this one or one of the splendid articles which you 
write for L&D from time to time.  Any chance of another one soon?  
MG(Ed.)
PS Leon is too modest to mention that he also won one of the three 
the L&D Litersry awards for 2016.
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WANTED: Hub cap for a �98� Silver 
Spirit.  Please contact Cornelis Malgo 
02 9427 7926. 

MARKET PLACE

ADVERTISING TERMS & CONDITIONS.
Members’ private classified ads are free to financial 
members for personal ads for automobilia, cars and 
parts. Ads for number plates will not be accepted.
Non-Members & Business ads must be motoring 

related. Contact Treasurer for specific prices.
Payment in advance please.

Send details to: editor@nsw.rroc.org.au
Deadlines: �8th of February, April, June, August, 

October & December.

FOR SALE: �9�8 Rolls-Royce  25/�0 (GGR 45)  Well 
known Club Show car with 2 door Sedanca Coupe 
body by Molyneux.  Recent major overhaul.  Price. 
$��5,000  Call Rex on 04��689972 or. RNSGA@
bigpond.com

WANTED.  Rear aluminium under-tray for 20/25 
H.P. chassis GHW 75.  Please search your garage - a 
good price will be paid for correct article. David Axe.  
Phone (02) 4�24 �952 or email theaxes88@gmail.com

FOR SALE from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation
Copies of  Tom Clarke and David Neely’s
“Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country”  and 
David Neely’s “In the Rear View Mirror” 
are $75 each posted (they are very heavy!) 
or $50 if collected from a Club Meeting 
http://www.roycefoundation.com.au/services/publications
Contact Brian Crump vp@nsw.rroc.org.au

 If it’s anything like your 
editor’s, your “Sunburnt Country” 
will be starting to get a bit tatty 
from overuse.  There is no more 
useful reference book anywhere 
in our family library!  Why not get 
yourself a second copy ?  Look up 
the history of your car and of any 
other that you are curious about.  
(This assumes that every member 
has at least one copy!)

 Pretty much the same can be 
said for the “Rear View Mirror”.  There 
is a list of  members from �956 to 2002 
which includes all the cars that they 
have owned.
You may be interested in reading the 
history of  the Federal and Branch 
Awards and seeing the record of fifty 
years of the winning cars and their 
owners.  It may even inspire you to enter 
your own car into the next Concours.

50 Years with a Rolls-Royce Twenty
by David G. Davis
This is a fascinating insight into the 
philosophy and approach developed after 
50 years of owning and maintaining a 
�922 Rolls-Royce Twenty. The 40-page 
A5 size booklet in colour includes a 
detailed list of chassis changes compiled 
by Bob Clarke, the Australian Club’s 

Twenty Registrar. The author, who was a Foundation Trustee, 
met the cost of production personally, and proceeds will go to 
the Foundation. $20.00 (incl. GST, postage & packing).
Unfortunately, no stocks are held in Sydney so you need to go 
to order through the Foundation website shown above.

Providing a personalised service and advice to owners of retail, 
commercial & industrial property in terms of management, 

leasing, acquisition or the highest & best use potential.
We also act as buyer’s agents & advisors. 

We have solid experience in the evaluation & acquisition of 
property for both residential & commercial development.

For assistance please contact:
Gregory May 
0411 723 470

greg@mayestates.com.au
www.mayestates.com.au

PO Box 1218 Neutral Bay NSW 2089 
(02) 9953 1176
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS AS THEY SUPPORT US 
AND TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN L&D
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Repair & Restoration 
Services Pty LtdR for Rolls-Royce, Bentley, Bugatti, Hispano Suiza, Lagonda

and other fine Vintage & Classic cars

* Routine servicing
* General maintenance
* Concours preparation
* Engine detailing
*Major mechanical rebuilds
  engine, gearbox, drivetrain etc.
* Mechanical parts fabricated 
   in-house
* Electrical rewiring
* Carburettors repaired
*Over 130 years combined 
   experience amongst team
* Competitive pricing & a
   quality result 

Please phone the Proprietor, Garth Selig Mob: 0411 496 660
ph: +612 9756 3895 email: repairrestoration@yahoo.com.au

Unit 5, 171-175 Newton Rd, Wetherill Park NSW 2164 Australia

R
CAR-of-the-YEAR, at the 2016 Concours de’Elegance:
AGE & AUTHENTICITY and OVERALL WINNER

‘Emily’ 1922 20H.P., 42G1, Tourer by Diskon & Molyneux Owner: David Davis

Photo: David Neely
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