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Would you like to borrow a book 
from our Club Library?

Browse and select one from the 
pictorial listing at LibraryThing:

( See May/June 2017 L&D)
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/rroca_nsw

(note the US spelling of catalog)

 The Glove Box Service 
Directory has been updated 
and can now be viewed on 
line and/or printed in booklet 
form.  Just Google ‘Glove Box 
Service Directory’.  If you send 
further suggestions about your 
favourite service providers to 
me, I will attempt to keep it up 

to date more often in future
Each month I think I will be able to keep this down 

to �6 pages but our contributors think otherwise.  Once again 
we have a club magazine with a variety of articles, photos 
and news.  As an editor, I am considered very lucky to have so 
many members who are willing to do some research and then 
put pen to paper.  We also have some gifted photographers 
as you can see from the pages in this issue.. Eventually, it 
may be that the club is forced to succumb to only producing 
digital editions but many of us feel this would be a pity.  Brian 
Crump has written a flattering letter which you can read on 
page �8 about keeping printed copy and, for the moment, 
many members agree. I hope enjoy this edition.
Margaret Gillings, Editor

M e m b e r s  w i l l  b e 
aware the Club purchased 
an Automatic External 
Defibrillator as an addition 
to our first aid abilities. 
A number of members 
completed a course on 
how to use this equipment 
effectively. After the course 
an exam was held and it was 

pleasing to record all participants passed.
This was a couple of years ago and, thankfully, we have 

not had to use our defibrillator for any emergency. With the 
passing of time our defibrillator has let it be known it requires 
servicing which we have now done with a new set of the pads 
that are placed on the body as required. So we are pleased 
to let members know our defibrillator is absolutely up to the 
mark and should stay that way for the next few years.

On Saturday August 5 the Royal Lifesaving Society 
will conduct a detailed refresher session for us. This will 
help those who completed the earlier course increase their 
confidence and will also be an excellent session for others 
who may wish to be trained in the use of this sophisticated 
piece of equipment.

The session will take place at the Hunters Hill Club, cnr 
Madeline and Ernest Sts, Hunters Hill from �0.00am on 
August 5. We expect the session to conclude around noon. 
Cost will be a $5.00 per person donation which we will pass 
on to the Royal Lifesaving Society.

If you wish to join this useful session it is essential you 
reserve your place by letting me know via email at: 

bruced�076@gmail.com  
Because we treat this seriously, we are pleased to invite 

your partner who may also like to participate. 
Early coffee will be available and we are welcome to stay 

on for lunch – coffee and lunch will be your own care and 
payable to the HHC on the day. When you book please let 
me know if you plan to stay on for lunch so we can assist 
the caterers.

This is a different form of “technical training” offered 
by your Club and one in which we hope many members will 
participate.
 Bruce Duncan
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Vale Beryl Jenkins
We are sad to have to inform you of the passing of Beryl 
Jenkins in mid-May.  She is seen below with Roy at the 

�0�5 Presentation Dinner where they received their 
�0-year Continuous Membership badges.  

Hello everyone,  
Not long now for the Winter 

Solstice “long“ run to Robertson 
on the �5th June which is being 
organised by Brian Crump and 
is just the perfect distance to 
drive, and have a lovely lunch 
as well. This is a great time of 

the year to explore the beautiful southern highlands on the 
way home. Some fantastic activities are lined up this year 
and you should be part of it.

June is normally quiet for new members joining and this 
year is no different. The number of new members who joined 
us earlier in the year, with a few attending the Federal Rally 
has kept us in good shape for the year. It is very encouraging 
that our club continues to grow, which means there are 
lots of R-R and B’s staying on the road with enthusiastic 
custodians. Historic Rego has no doubt been an incentive 
to adopt beautiful classic cars like ours and many members 
have taken advantage of this scheme.  We are delighted to 
welcome new members accordingly.

Renewals are coming in at a steady rate in time for the 
June �0 deadline. Please note my advice (edited) from last 
L & D in the next paragraph. Sadly, Evan Groombridge and 
Peter Martin have advised that they will be leaving us this year 
for personal reasons. We appreciate and thank them for their 
support to our club over the years and wish them well.
Membership Renewals 2017 & Historic Registration

Membership Renewals for �0�7 / �0�8 have now gone 
out. Please remember that if you have a vehicle on Historic 
Rego then you must have your renewal in before 30th June. 
The CTP component of Historic Rego is a blanket policy for 
all cars participating in the scheme. The policy expires the 
30th June each year (even if your rego doesn’t) which 
means your vehicle could be uninsured if it’s not proven that 
your membership has been renewed by the due date. Please 
return your member advice form with any updates relative 
to your membership in the stamped address return envelope 
provided. This is imperative to keeping our records accurate. 
Questions on Historic Rego? Ask John Elmes 9679�674 or 
Bob Adby 0409 ��7974 
Remember – It’s your club, so let’s get involved. You are 
welcome to everything we do.     Steve McDonald.
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Dear Margaret,
Through some club members, the 

grandson of 64EU’s original owner paid 
us a visit recently. Gordon Evans has 
childhood memories of the Silver Ghost at 
its first home of Dabee Station, Rylstone, 
NSW, when it was up on blocks during the 
war. He had heard a little of its later history, 
partly from his father who’d spoken to my 
father a bit more than a decade ago, but was 
pleasantly surprised to find it running and 
it good condition. In fact, it was running 
better than it has in a few years, now that 
my knowledge of it is finding a respectable 

64EU and Some 
of its History

level. So when I took Gordon for a short drive. He was very happy. 
He was able to tell me that his aunt once ran the Ghost 

off the road near Rylstone after missing a gear heading down 
a hill. A tractor was needed to drag it off the embankment, 
but apparently no damage was done. 

He mentioned that when he got married, he told his wife 
his aim was to be a millionaire and own a Rolls-Royce by the 
time he was �0. I didn’t ask about his fanatical status, but he 
eventually got around to the R-R bit, buying himself a Silver 
Spirit recently. Yes, I did the right thing and mentioned how 
good it is to be a member of the RROC-A.   
Regards,   Mick Matheson

ABOVE: Judith Merlin, a native of Rylestone sent this photo of the historic house, Dabee.  She has many times told the 
story of how her father was offered this car during the war but declined the offer.  (We’re not sure she ever forgave him!)

ABOVE: The entry for 64EU in ‘R-R & B in the Sunburnt Country’.

ABOVE: 64EU owner Vic Hyde with Royce’s first 
apprentice, Ernie Wooler at the US RROC Annual 
Meet in Natural Bridge VA in 1958.  Vic is the 
musician.   photo B.Gillings
LEFT: John Matheson & Jeanne Eve with 64EU 2014
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The car was delivered new by York Motors Sydney to 
Graeme Ellis on �7 March �98�.  I understand that Graeme 
is known to or is a member of the club.  The car was 
purchased on �� July �0�� by Sanderson’s Rushcutters 
Bay who spent considerable time and money restoring the 
car to the condition it is in today including a full engine 
rebuild using genuine 9 to � high compression Bentley 
pistons (assume this will mean something to someone).  
The tyres have been replaced and the suspension and 
braking systems rebuilt.  

Car-of-the-Month
1980 Bentley T2

SBH40622
Winner of Class 9 in Canberra

The Bentley has a comprehensive history file including 
various correspondence and maintenance records.  The car also 
has the original sales brochure and a complete tool kit. 

I purchased the car as an impulse buy at the Motorclassica 
Auction in Melbourne on �� October �0�6.  The car is lovely to 
drive and gets quite a bit of attention from other road users due 
to its distinctive colour and Everflex roof. 

Although the T� is a beautiful car to drive, it doesn’t give 
me as much pleasure as my �96� Silver Cloud. 

     Mike Mulvihill

Joe Quatrocchi admirers the engine of Mike’s Bentley last 
year at Vaucluse House.

An opportunity 
to have a coffee table book featuring your own car and 

contribute to the Phantom V Fund at the same time.
Leanne and Patrick Ryan displayed this beautifully produced book of their own Silver 

Shadow SRH���55 at the recent Wombat Flats Phantom V fundraising event.  
They have offered to do the same for any member who can supply 

them with images they may want turned into a similar book.  The 
images would be preferred to be digital images or scans, or they can 
scan photos for the members if needed.  Restoration images, family 
images anything could go into the book. 

ABOVE: The hardbound book that featues SRH12255 
shown in the vintage trunk that was raffled at Wombat 
Flats in aid of the Phantom V Conservation Fund. 
Graham Lawrence won the raffle. He then sold the box 
on for $250 and donated that to the PV fund as well! 
The box was donated by Stewart Begg.

All sorts of different sizes are available, from 
small to the same size as the Ryan’s.  For a large book 
like the theirs, the cost would be around $�50.  All 
profits would go the Phantom V Conservation Fund.

ABOVE: The photos in the book look spectacular on the glossy paper!
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Drive-and-Be-Driven Day 2017

ABOVE: Margaret Gillings tried to convince Carol and 
Les Hearne that the ‘MG’ number plate meant that she 
owned this beautiful �956 Silver Cloud SYB�54.  They 
were not fooled, knowing it belongs to Mark Glanville.

ABOVE: Light horsepower enthusiast, David Axe 
brought his �9�� �0/�5H.P. GRW57.  He is talking 
to Peter Eppel who brought one of the few ‘Other 
Interesting Cars’ this stunning Lotus seen below.

ABOVE: Mike and Linda Eames �968 Corniche CRH50�4 
was a perfect car to bring out on this lovely autumn day.

ABOVE: Peter Eppel’s Lotus. Peter says, “It’s a �97� Lotus 
Europa Twin Cam, chassis #7�08.�766P, the first four digits 
indicating its year and month of manufacture, ie. August ‘7�. 
Colour is ‘Regency Red’. Probably only a dozen or so of the same 
model in Australia, though the earlier Renault-engined Europas 
are more numerous (approx ��0 cars).   I have owned it for �� 
years. It is the antithesis of my Silver Cloud in every respect!”

ABOVE: Eric and Wilma Marshman checked out the 
condition of their former club car, MKVI, B�55LH, 
‘Gladys’ now in the custody of Bruce Duncan.  By the look 
of their smiles, we think they approved.

Having listened to all the weather 
forecasts for the week preceeding Drive 
& Be Driven Day, it was a delight to go 
outdoors  on the day to welcome a beautiful Autumn 
morning.

Leaving Penrith early, I motored along the M7 
and the M� to Peats Ridge – a really pleasant drive 
– made better by a group of motor cyclists forming up 
in front and behind the Shadow to give an escort from 
Hawkesbury Bridge to the turn off into Peats Ridge 
Road.  

Expecting to be first on sight, it was a surprise to 
find Judith Merlin already there and Mr. Mk.VI himself, 
Bruce Duncan. First stop was the Café for breakfast 
where we were soon joined by David Ross down from 
Wauchope, and Pat and Leanne Ryan.  Breakfast done, 
we moved outside to find many more cars had arrived. 
I lost count at �� cars because everyone seemed to 
be taking off and driving another car.  Members were 
enjoying the chance to drive cars that they admired, 
and it was a pleasure to see the cars moving out on the 
short route set out for us.

A great pleasure was to see Eric & Wilma Marshman at 
the event. Eric & Wilma are amongst the earliest Members 
of the Branch and have not been able to attend many recent 
events. One of the photo’s in the article shows Eric & Wilma 
with Gladys, the Mk VI they restored over many years.

As the day progressed, more Members and cars arrived. 
Leroy Jones & Anderson in their sporty little Honda. Leroy 
certainly enjoyed the day and drove many of the cars as a 
comparison with his own. I think the comparison failed and he 
decided he would be happy with any or all of the cars he drove. 
For a day which did not look promising, we had a beautiful 
Autumn Day to enjoy chats, admire cars and generally have 
a very pleasant day with good friends and great company.

    Graeme Soderlund
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ABOVE: Alistair Heath and his attractive companion.
ABOVE: Relatively new members, David Glasheen 
and Christopher Ball impressed us all by arriving in 

their �0�� Ghost A6 S�5�98. 
Maybe L&D should a competition for the best 
imaginative explanation of his number plate 

‘OUTBID’

ABOVE: Ever technically minded, Leanne Ryan checked out the 
accuracy of the Ghost chassis drawing on Chris Gillings’ T shirt.

RIGHT: The best way to attract a crowd is to open 
the bonnet! Mind you, Andrew Gibson’s �9�6 PI 
�0�SC never needs much help in that regard.

ABOVE: Definitely an ‘Other Interesting Car’ 
Peter Cowie’s  SL55 AMG Mercedes

Photos: 
N. Axe

C.Gillings
P. Ryan

ABOVE: Barrie Gillings, with other R-R members, 
searching for the Charles Sykes signature on the mascot 
of  David & Nancy Axe’s �0/�5, GRW57.  Watching on 
are David Axe and visitors, John Norris & Peter Martin.
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 OUTBACK OVERLANDER 2018  for Vintage cars      

       Wednesday April 4—Thursday April 12 

April 4   Bathurst                

April 5   Parkes              156 kms 

April 6   Nyngan             243 kms 

April 7   Cobar                130 kms 

April 8    Wilcannia        260 kms 

April 9    Broken Hill      202 kms 

April 10  Broken Hill rest day 

April 11  Peterborough  284 kms 

April 12  Clare Valley      117 kms 

 

    Calling all vintage car drivers and owners 

 Do you drive or own a vintage Rolls-Royce or Bentley (pre 1945)? 

 Want to attend the RROC-A national rally 2018  in Clare Valley? 

 Want to join a slow Overlander prepared especially for NSW, ACT and Queensland members? 

 Experience the stark beauty of the Outback with its long, long roads, radio telescope, gold mine,  
Darling river, art galleries, history & heritage, Priscilla Queen of the Desert, steam trains and more.  

 Motels with B,B & D and ensuite cabins at Warrawong with a BBQ dinner. 

 Only 11 double rooms available, so express your interest ASAP. jeanneeve@gmail.com 

 

 

     8 days 

Organizers: Jeanne Eve & John Matheson 

Priority given to members driving their vintage club car. 

Secondly to owners who own vintage cars but they or cars are not proceeding well so bringing other club car.  

Thirdly to anyone who is on the waitlist for John Hiscox southern route overlander, if there’s a vacancy. 

Motel rates still being negotiated but approximate costs $1200 per couple for accommodation plus extra dinners & drinks 

No luggage van nor mechanic, but lots of shared motor knowledge amongst Outback overlanders. 
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or:  Go to Clare via The South April 6 to 12  2018
It’s time to start organising the run to Clare for the National Rally in April next year, so I have mapped out a route that I 
will have reconnoitred by the time this magazine is delivered. I have tried to avoid country we have traversed before, and 
find some new spots, so this is the thought.  
All the roads are sealed and mileages acceptable. Because some of these places have limited motel accommodation the 
size of the Overlander will need to be restricted to about 20 cars. 

Fri 6th     meet at Jenolan Caves  
Sat 7th     via Oberon, Bathurst to Hill End  
Sun 8th    via Orange, Forbes, to 
Condobolin - or maybe Lake Cargelligo  
Mon 9th    from the above to Hillston, Hay, 
Old Man Plain, to Balranald  
Tues 10th    south to Toolebuc, Ouyen, 
Pinnaroo to Loxton  
Wed 11th    day in and around Loxton on
 the Murray  
Thu 12th    about �50 miles to Clare 
(if you are tied up with Federal meetings, 
either leave the night before or early in the 
morning)  
Already �4 persons (cars) have shown 
interest, so if you feel you would like to 
join this troupe let me know asap
 - 9984 ��69 - de�7@bigpond.com  
If needs be, I’ll start a waiting list and keep 
everyone in the loop.  John Hiscox

Almost Full 

Already!
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weekend of it. They look really nice.  For those who do not 
want to climb all the steps to the top (myself included) there 
is a shorter tour with only �� steps.  There is plenty of parking 
at the Lighthouse and the Club.  Contact: Judith Merlin
secretary@nsw.rroc.org.au

September 22 - 24 - DAWN PATROL XVI
This year the Early Post War 
Register’s annual weekend 
away will be based at Albury 
NSW.  We are staying at the 
Quality Resort Siesta at 4�6 
Wagga Road, (0�) 60�5 4555.  
Many members do know this 
location very well. Excellent 
accommodation and facilities, hosted by our very own member 
Ray Jones, son Stephen and their very professional staff. We 
shall be well looked after!
Interesting scenic drives and attractions are being planned 
with entertainment and fun along the way
There is a choice of accommodation from $�55.00 per night 
for a Queen Suite, � dinners at approx. $��0.00 per person, 
breakfast is available at discount, fully cooked or continental. 
There will be a small levy for social or entertainment expenses, 
to be confirmed.
You know the drill! Book your room first [mention you are 
with the R-R Rally] and then phone Kate on 0� 9598 670� 
to confirm attendance and update contact details, or e-mail 
jandkstock@bigpond.com
A great start to the Spring driving season to blow away the 
Winter cobwebs.  John Harriman Registrar.

Thursday October 26 - Dineamics Ladies 
Lunch

Sunday November 12 – CONCOURS Linnwood House

Saturday November 25- 
Presentation Dinner Roseville 
Golf Club

COMING EVENTS for the next 6 months or so

Our Club’s Own Events
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Saturday July 15 – All British 
Hunter Region
We are invited to this annual 
event but the venue has been 
changed. The Display Day 
will now be held at Riverside 
Park, Hunter Street, Raymond 
Terrace. 
Contact: 
www.jaguarhunter.org.au

REGULAR EVENTS:
GENERAL MEETINGS:  are held on the 
THIRD WEDNESDAY of every month at 8.00pm 
at Barnwell Park Golf Club 551 Lyons Rd, Five 
Dock 
Meet to eat at Carmen’s on the Park from about 
6.�0pm onwards.
BREAKFAST every second Saturday 
During the winter, also at Carmen’s starting 
around 8.�0am 

Saturday August 19 
– We are invited to the 
RACA Annual Motoring 
Dinner.  This year, instead 
of honouring a particular 
person  for  motor ing 
achievements, we have 
decided to honour all those 

Sunday August  13  – 
Shannons Display Day 
(Eastern Creek). $�0 Tickets 
will be available at the July 
meeting. See full description 
of this motoring enthusiasts’ 
day-of-days on the form 
enclosed.

Sunday August 27 – All 
British Day at the Kings 
School Parramatta.  Tickets 
($�5per car) available at 
the July General Meeting 
or from David Hughes 
technical@nsw.rroc.org.
au

Saturday September � – Visit the Norah Head Lighthouse. 
Lunch will be at the Norah 
Head Bowling and Sports Club; 
meals are very reasonably 
priced.
There are � Keepers Cottages 
that are available for hire if 
anyone would like to make a 

The Waterfront Café, Church Point. Please 
let Shay Gillings know if you are coming. 
shay@gillings.com

December 2 – Terribly British Day, 
Canberra

associated with Mt Panorama.  
To book contact: Brian Crump spitz@bigpond.net.au 
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Broken Spring Leaves
 By Eric Marshman

When I saw the photograph of a broken Bentley spring 
in the ‘other journal’ I reflected on the six broken springs I 
have had in over a million miles of driving.

My first was about �950 in my father’s �9�7 Chrysler 
Royal. I did not notice the broken rear spring until the next 
day, after having about six university students in the back seat! 
The second was in the same car about one year later when 
the main leaf of the other rear spring broke on a very rough 
road near Yamba, requiring a tow to Grafton,

Graduation and marriage followed. Wilma bought 
���DC, a high mileage New Phantom tourer.  The left front 
main leaf  broke on a rough road near Macksville. I was able 
to drive the five miles home slowly.

We sold our Phantom and bought a MkVI Bentley. In 
�966 we towed a caravan to Western Australia. More than 
�,000 miles were on rough gravel roads. On our return, York 
Motors found a broken rear spring!

My most interesting “spring event” was with a main leaf 
of the caravan, �40 miles south of Alice Springs. Thousands 
of flies, but no vice! I carried a spare main leaf and two 
straight jawed adjustable spanners which held the spring 
leaves, compressed, while I added the shorter leaves two by 
two, compressing them with the centre bolt. 

The sixth broken spring was the other main leaf of the 
caravan and luckily occurred a few hundred metres from a 
caravan park near Coffs Harbour. I limped into the park and 
took the spring to the blacksmith in Coffs Harbour. There 
was lawn rather than dirt to lie on and no flies!

Motto – If you are travelling 
away from home and think you may 
need a spare main leaf, remember 
to take a centre bolt and a couple of 
adjustable spanners!

HERBY’S HINTS
                            to keep  your car in top running order..

HOWEVER!
No responsibility can be accepted should any unfortunate outcome arise from          
                following these hints.  

•	  Especially  Shadows,  Spirits  &  equivalent Bentley  models.                 
                                                                               

•	 The ‘front end’ chassis subframe  ball joints that hold up the front of the car MAYBE/could 
WELL BE  RUSTING  OUT  and/or are  LOOSE !

                                                          
•	   This DANGEROUS SITUATION develops over very many years with the passage of time (ie 

age) and lack of specific maintenance & would  result in FAILURE / COLLAPSE of the front 
end of the car. 

    These ball joints on these models are mostly NON-GREASABLE & thus require PROFESSIONAL 
CHECKING  and  rectification for SAFETY. 
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I joined the RROCA in May �967 as a young and 
rather naïve �� year old with just one wish in mind; to own 
an R-R. Meetings of the Club were held at the Ryde Civic 
Centre and I attended my first meeting in June �967.  The 
only two people I knew were George Sevenoaks and George 
Green but on that first night I was made very welcome and 
was greeted at the door by June Brodie who provided me 
with a stick-on name tag. There was generally an event on 
the Sunday following the meeting and the Federal Rallies 
were usually held in June. I remember one in Canberra in 
�970 as particularly cold and not improved by the absence 
of hot water in the hotel after the Concours when we were 
getting ready for the final dinner.

My bank balance in �967 was $89�. By �970 it had had 
risen to $6,000. In �967 you could have bought a MKV� 
for $�,600 and in that year I paid $�,�50 for my �0H.P. 
GBM55.  

In �97� figures were published in L & D of the number 
of RR & B registered in Australia; 

When I joined there was only one Silver Shadow (SRH 
��76) in the Club belonging to Sir Alexis Albert. Silver Clouds 
were also very new. Members mainly owned pre-war cars. 
A lot of members worked on their own cars and there was 
always someone to help when you needed assistance. 

I was lucky enough to drive a very new SS belonging 
to Ray Wilson in the �970’s – I recognised his car by the 
numberplate (RW-788), introduced myself and he asked if I 
would like to have a ride in the car. Imagine my delight when 
he got in the passenger side and invited me to drive the car. His 
reasoning was that if I could drive a �0H.P. then a SS would 
be a piece of cake. That was an understatement and I did not 
think then that I would end up owning one myself.

In November �974 John Giles astounded us a by 
resigning as President.  He was annoyed because he thought 
that the Federal President and Federal Secretary had not been 
properly elected.  Secretary Bruce Nash also resigned.  I was 
very surprised to receive a phone call from Pedr Davis a short 
while later to ask if I would consider becoming Secretary 
because he thought the position was best held by a woman. 
After some deliberation I decided to accept and Bruce Nash 
delivered a box containing the minute book and some papers. 
George Sevenoaks took on the role as President

John Fittler took over from me in �98� so I had a rest 
from the job for a few years. 

During the �970’s 
Graeme Soderlund, 
who wrote and edited 
L & D and was also 
Secretary, asked if 
there was anyone who 
could assist him with 
typing the newsletter 
so I said I would be 
happy to help.  At that 
time L & D was printed 
on a Gestetner which 
meant that you had to 
type on a stencil; this 

was done at Graeme’s home at Ryde. Some days we only 
had one bottle of corrector fluid (you could also use nail 
polish) between us so if we made a mistake we just swore 
and flicked the bottle along the table to the other typist. On 
one occasion when Graeme’s mother Dolly heard Graeme 
swear she  berated him for swearing in front of me but she 
had not heard me do the same thing shortly before. When 
the stencils were ready they had to be run off on the machine 
and could take � full days and an estimated 4,700 turns of the 
handle to produce one issue of L & D. Then the pages had to 
be sorted, stapled, folded, put in envelopes, hand addressed, 
stamped and then posted. The original Gestetner, known as 
‘the beast’, was also known for injuring the operator’s hand 
and getting ink where it should not have been. The cost of 
L & D was �5c and in �970 ��0 issues were produced.  It 
progressed from there to having an outside editor who had 
the magazine typed and printed and the Crowle Home and 
the residents there used to put it in envelopes and then post; 
how different it is today being able to type on a computer 
by our wonderful editor, Margaret.

The Club had an Insurance policy underwritten by 
Eagle Australia and member Reg Hulse was the broker.  
I think my �0H.P. was the first claim they had. Although 
the car was written off by them with a bit of sweet talking 
by Reg, they agreed to reinsure the car again after it was 
restored.

Graeme Soderlund 2014

HOW TIMES HAVE 
CHANGED!

Recollections on 50 years of membership 
by Judith Merlin

Listing from L & D January 1974 of cars that were 
registered in Australia
State   Rolls-Royce  Bentley
NSW   �04   �95
VIC   ��8   ��7
QLD    5�    ��
SA    64    56
WA    58    �4
ACT     4      9
NT   None   None
Total   8�0   567
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During this time Peter Merlin and I 
(whom I had met some years before when 
he became a member but had dropped out) 
rekindled our relationship and married in 
December �98�. Naturally the wedding 
cars were Silver Dawns (SDB94 and 
SBA�8). Peter’s �9�6 Rugby was used to 
drive him to Wahroonga Park where the 
ceremony took place with a sign stating 
“His Last Solo Trip, about to Wed”. I am 
told it caused much merriment from other 
drivers during the drive from Epping to 
Wahroonga.

At the time we were married Peter 
owned a �0H.P. (8�K9) plus the Rugby 
(later sold to club member John  Knight) 
and I owned a Silver Dawn (SDB94).  

In �986 I was asked by Bruce Ross, who had nominated 
as President, if I would become Secretary again and the rest 
is history. Incidentally Bruce is the only president to die in 
office.

I have worked with �� NSW State Presidents; George 
Sevenoaks,  Bruce Ross, Gilbert Ashby, Jim Redman, Bob 
Tompkins, Kim Stapleton, Tony Ward, Jeanne Eve, David 
Marshall-Martin, Mal Henderson, Rex Vincent, Brian Crump 
and Bruce Duncan.  I was also Federal Secretary from �00� 
to �006 and worked with Fred Haughtey and Bryan Inder.

During the 50 years I have been a member I have met 
the most amazing people and I’m still meeting them.  Sadly, 
I’ve attended too many funerals but I found a wonderful 
husband. In �999 I was honoured to be made an Honorary 
Life Member. To me the Club is more like a family and, in 

Meeting Rooms
O’Connell Street  �956
St Barnabas
Ryde Civic Centre
Eastwood Town Hall  �97? - �99�
Crows Nest Club  �99� - �997
Anzac Club   �997 - �007
Canada Bay Club  �007 - �0�5
Barnwell Park   �0�5 - present

Peter had already owned two Bentleys prior to the �0H.P. and 
then a few years later he traded-in the �0H.P. and bought �9�6 
�5/�0 (GRM�). In the late �980’s we decided it was not much 
fun going to events in separate cars so GRM� was sold and we 
kept SDB94. After Peter had a stroke in �997 which confined 
him to a wheelchair, we agreed to sell SDB94 because it was 
too difficult for Peter to get into. In �999 we were offered a 
trade by Sydney Rolls-Royce & Bentley on a �974 SS LWB 
(LRH�6685) which, as you know, I still own today.

times of stress especially when Peter 
had the stroke, you find out just how 
caring members are. We were lucky 
enough to go to several Federal Rallies 
and the Overlanders prior to them. 

There was always someone to 
assist me and I will always be 
thankful that we were able to 
do those trips before Peter’s 
mobility went downhill and 
necessitated him going into a 
Nursing Home before his death 

in �0��. 
I would not have missed any of it for anything.

8�K9

Judith
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steering?  I can think of no nicer way to spend a Sunday than having lunch with friends near our very special cars. A big thank 
you to Bob and his team including David Murphy for all their hard work and for arranging the coffee cart to be present. 
Judith Merlin

Once again we were invited to 
Bob Doyle’s property at The Oaks 
for a sausage sizzle and to raise 
money for the Phantom V fund. 
There have been some changes to 
the property but one thing that has 
not changed is the warmth of the 
welcome we always receive.

Cars were photographed as 
they arrived by Patrick Ryan 
(so nice to have an official 
photographer again after such a 
long time).  It is disappointing 
that the older cars do not venture 
out but that is a sign of the times. 
Kristine and I were observing on 
the way home what a difference 
the new expressways have made 
to the travelling time. Remember 
negotiating heavy traffic through 
Liverpool especially in cars with 
crash gearboxes and no power 

Chris and Drew, great sausage sizzle chefs! 
(Doing it in memory of Squeak)

Courtney and Taylor, Groovy Coffee girls

Her Majesty Mia, Queen of Coffee alighting from the Royal Phantom V
formally greeted by Bruce Duncan ...and yes, Bob really has wombats!

Wombat Flats PV Fund Raising Day
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John and Gail Robison in their �984 S. Spirit ASE�0089. Ray and Jenny Goodman came in their Silver Cloud III

Photos:
Patrick Ryan
Chris Gillings

$�400  was raised for the PV 
Conservation Fund !  

Mike Mulvihill, Anderson Leong, Leroy 
Jones and Steve McDonald chose to sit out 
in the sunshine.

Kristine Winley, Judith Merlin, Patrick Ryan, 
Graeme Soderlund, David Ross and Leanne 

Ryan sat together .

Patty Aiosa, Margaret Gillings, Chris Gillings, Lyn Hughes 
and Robyn Henderson enjoyed the sunshine.

Bob’s Health and 
Safety advice was 

well heeded

Making it all happen! 
Bob Doyle and Bruce Duncan
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Wombat Flats 
Rogues Gallery

Toby Thomas

Alex and Andrew McFarland

David and Lyn HughesJohn and Patty Aiosa

Steve McDonald

Bob Doyle
Linda Neely

Paul Thomas

Kim Stapleton

Beverley Simpson

Mal Henderson

Photos:
Patrick Ryan
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The caption beneath this photo, sent to L&D by Ken Swinbourne, reads:
“It is not so much the case today, but it has been said in the past that “Things change slowly in the South”.  It is also 

known that a number of Rolls-Royce owners, who bought their cars new in the period between the teens and the thirties, 
would on occasion keep them for decades.  That apparently appears to be the case here, and the owner is likely to be the 
gentleman standing in the doorway of the Balter Building, located at 404 Saint Charles Ave, in New Orleans, LA.

This Rolls, photographed late in �949 appears to be a �9�5 to ’�9 “Phantom I”, a new model that replaced the earlier 
“Silver Ghost” that was in production between �906 and �9�6.  This particular automobile is equipped with l.h.d and 
probably was assembled at the automakers Springfield, MA factory which was in operation between �9�� and �9��. This 
exceptional example appears to be wearing its original close-coupled town sedan coachwork with modernized fenders.”

(Subsequent comments on this site identify the gentleman as Mr Balter, himself and the coachwork as Brewster.  MG.Ed.)

An Interesting clipping

FROM 
‘THE OLD MOTOR’

‘An Entertaining an 
informative

Vintage Automobile 
Internet Magazine’

May 2017

The lunch was an exclusive affair this June!  Only eight ladies attended.

The Dineamics 
at Café del Mar 

in June 

Left to right above:Naelo Jenkins, Nancy Axe, Patty 
Aiosa, Jane Price (commuting from New Zealand), 
Margaret Gillings, Mary Findell,
Susan Shing and Lavinia Engish . 
(Actually, our reduced number was almost certainly 
due to quite a few of our regulars swanning about 
overseas).

Right: Rightly dubbed 
‘a dedicated follower 

of fashion’,Patty Aiosa 
chose a cocktail to 

colour coordinate with 
her outfit!
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ADVERTISING TERMS & CONDITIONS.
Members’ private classified ads are free to financial 

members for personal ads for automobilia, cars and parts. 
Ads for number plates will not be accepted.

Non-Members & Business ads must be motoring 
related. Contact Treasurer for specific prices.

Payment in advance please.
Send details to: editor@nsw.rroc.org.au

Deadlines: �8th of February, April, June, August, 
October & December.
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FOR SALE: �97� Silver Shadow SRH�5900. A 
stunning, well-maintained example throughout. 
Worthy of inspection and will not disappoint. 
$45,000.00.  Regn. CE59QF Contact: George Fahd  
04�� �07 4�9

FOR SALE: wide range of RR parts [new and used], Many 
Dawn and MkVI parts. Complete SW grill and mascot, books, 
�:�� AX�0� Franklin Mint model. 
Contact: Peter at  invercarron�8�5@gmail.com for listings 
or phone 0408894604

Bryan Inder, on his 
recent trip to the 
UK, went on board 
the Royal Yacht 
Britannia.

H e  s e n t  t h e s e 
p ic tures  o f  the 
Queen’s Phantom 
V, obviously taken 
t h r o u g h  g l a s s .  
Nearly as good as 
ours, isn’t it?

Another 
Royal 

Phantom V

Dear Editor,
Every once in a while a member asks if it might be 

economically wise to produce only a digital copy of London 
and Derby for distribution through email. It’s true that doing 
so would cut costs and save money but I have to ask for what 
purpose?

The first casualty of solely digital production would be 
the member without email. Although such are in the minority, 
we are still at the point where some would be disenfranchised 
simply because theirs is an analogue world and not digital. 

The second casualty would be the person who likes to sit 
down with a fine tea,  and maybe a slice of Victoria Sponge 
and mull gently over the pictures and reports that our Editor 
so carefully chooses for the edification and education of our 
members. 

We could of course choose to be totally digital and report 
daily on events relevant to lives of members. We could join the 
frenzied rush to break the latest story with such breath-taking 
scoops as; “Rolls-Royce owner changes own wheel without 
scratching the hubcap – more to follow in the DYI section” 
but I believe our members are a tad more sophisticated than 
this.

My own printed copy of L and D would prove to be a 
veritable treasure trove for an archaeologist; it sits on the 
kitchen bench until it is well-read and patinated with evidence 
of the weekly meal pattern. Was the Bolognese sauce truly 
organic in origin? Check page 11 for evidence and while you 
are on page 19 you may detect proof that the Sunday Roast 
was a salt-bush fed lamb. I shall leave it to your powers of 
detection to go further, if you so choose.

I know reading on a Kindle is all the rage but trying to 
sit up in bed, doona pulled up snugly, a cup of hot chocolate 
at hand and trying to balance an iPad that is cold and slippery 
does not quite make the grade for the connoisseur of London 
and Derby. 

There is no truth in the argument that members must 
move with the times and “get modern” as newspapers would 
like us to do with digital subscriptions that fatten their bottom 
line.  We are as old-fashioned as the original Silver Ghost 
is compared to the Dawn and I suspect that we like it that 
way; long live the printed copy of our precious London and 
Derby.

Regards, Brian Crump

Signs of the times!  Not one 
but two electric car charging points 
seen recently in the parking lot of a 

Southern Highlands resort.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS AS THEY SUPPORT US 
AND TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN L&D
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Repair & Restoration 
Services Pty LtdR for Rolls-Royce, Bentley, Bugatti, Hispano Suiza, Lagonda

and other fine Vintage & Classic cars

* Routine servicing
* General maintenance
* Concours preparation
* Engine detailing
*Major mechanical rebuilds
  engine, gearbox, drivetrain etc.
* Mechanical parts fabricated 
   in-house
* Electrical rewiring
* Carburettors repaired
*Over 130 years combined 
   experience amongst team
* Competitive pricing & a
   quality result 

Please phone the Proprietor, Garth Selig Mob: 0411 496 660
ph: +612 9756 3895 email: repairrestoration@yahoo.com.au

Unit 5, 171-175 Newton Rd, Wetherill Park NSW 2164 Australia

R
CAR-of-the-YEAR, at the 2016 Concours de’Elegance:
AGE & AUTHENTICITY and OVERALL WINNER

‘Emily’ 1922 20H.P., 42G1, Tourer by Diskon & Molyneux. Owner: David Davis
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